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15 cattle 
dead after 
semi crash 

innisfail Several head of 
cattle were killed or had to 
be destroyed after a semi 
went out of control and 
flipped on its side in 
southern Alberta. 

RCMP say the 
southbound truck loaded 
with 50 head of cattle 
drifted onto the shoulder 
of the Queen Elizabeth II 
Highway near Innisfail 
Monday evening before it 
rolled into the ditch. 

Police say 35 animals 
survived the crash, but 10 
were killed and five others 
had to be destroyed 
because of their injuries. 

The truck driver was not 
seriously hurt. 

Southbound traffic on 
the busy highway was re¬ 
duced to one lane for 
about five hours as crews 
cleaned up the accident 
scene. 
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Santa and Isabella Basaraba, 7, exit the TELUS corporate jet, which, partnered with the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation, yesterday flew six families around the city of Edmonton as a part of Santa’s Flights. 


Santa 
takes kids 


fora 


SunnySide % 


CANDICE WARD 

for Metro Edmonton 


A few lucky children got to 
join Santa, minus nine rein¬ 
deer, on his test flights 
around the city yesterday 
as he prepared for his big 
run on Thursday night. 

The TELUS corporate jet 
was converted into Santa’s 
sleigh yesterday as eight 
Make-A-Wish children and 
their families were taken 
on a chance of a lifetime 
flight around the city. 

“It is just magical memo¬ 
ries being created,” said 
Kevyn McGregor, vice-presi¬ 
dent for TELUS Communi¬ 
cations Edmonton. 

The three 45-minute 
flights jetted out of the City 
Centre Airport and despite 
the weather clouding the 


ride 

view of the city, excitement 
soared to new heights. 

The morning was packed 
with crafts and entertain¬ 
ment for the children and 
finished off with some 
quality time with Santa and 
Ms. Claus on the jet. 

“It really gives the kids a 
chance to just be kids and 
that gets them away from 
having to deal with the life- 
threatening illnesses these 
kids are dealing with,” said 
McGregor. 

The Santa Flights have 
been taking place in Ed¬ 
monton for the past four 
years and have been giving 
children with life threaten¬ 
ing medical condition an 
unforgettable experience 
to share with their fami¬ 
lies. 

“It really brings back the 
true meaning of joy and 
that wonderful spirit of the 
holiday season,” said Mc¬ 
Gregor. 


Top trends of 
the decade 



Canada's top court rules for new defence against libel claims 


LEGAL The Supreme Court 
of Canada offered journal¬ 
ists and bloggers a new de¬ 
fence against libel yester¬ 
day in a pair of rulings that 
were hailed as a landmark 


victory for free speech. 

The rulings effectively 
exonerated the Toronto 
Star and Ottawa Citizen 
newspapers and created 
the new “responsible jour¬ 


nalism” defence that will 
give reporters more lee¬ 
way to pursue controver¬ 
sial stories as long as they 
are deemed to be in the 
public interest. 


Media lawyers hailed the 
creation of the new de¬ 
fence as a major step to¬ 
wards reducing so-called li¬ 
bel chill, which prompts 
journalists to back away 


from contentious stories 
for fear of being sued, of¬ 
ten by powerful interests 
with deep pockets to pay 
their lawyers. 
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NOKIA 


with the Nokia N86 8MP. 

Life is an exciting journey, especially with the Nokia N86 8MP. With Nokia's exclusive 
Ovi Maps and GPS, you can plan virtually every twist and turn in the road. And you 
can hang on to every moment with its award winning 8 megapixel camera. You 
can even share updates on Facebook along the way. From cool apps to 3D maps, the 
Nokia N86 8MP is full of life. 


Go to ovi.com to discover new apps, 
maps, and more for your Nokia phone. 


NOKIA 

Connecting People 


© 2009 Nokia. All rights reserved. Nokia, NSeries, N86, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi are trademarks or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. 

™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. 

Downloading of applications, maps, games, musicand videosand uploading of images and videos involves transferring large amounts of data. Your service provider may chargefor the data transmission. Contact yourservice provider for information 
about data transmission charges. The availability and accuracy of GPS location services are dependent on wireless networks, satellite systems, and the agency receiving the information. It may not function in all areas or at all times. You should never rely solely 
on GPS products for essential communications like emergencies. Wireless service is required to use many features. Some networks have limitations that affect how you can use this device. Contact your serviceprovider about feature support and availability. 
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JCC to receive $iM in upgrades 

Federal Labour Minister Rona Ambrose, MP for Edmonton-Spruce Grove, was in 
town to announce that the Jewish Community Centre in Edmonton, left, is on its 
way to an upgrade thanks to $i-million federal funding announcement 
yesterday. The Jewish Community Centre will use the funding to demolish its ag¬ 
ing existing facility and develop a new environmentally friendly building, 
including a new gymnasium, aerobics studio and dance centre, metro edmonton 
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Edmonton tweets 

• QCrashleyW so excited to 
hear Victoria's 

Secret is FI- _ 

NALLY v m ’ 
coming ^31 
to West Ed¬ 
monton 
Mall! #yeg 

• @ living sanctu¬ 
ary Plumber came and fixed 
pipes, and did not charge! 
Merry Christmas to us! #yeg 

• ONotebookNick My con¬ 
do board and the city of Ed¬ 
monton must be run by the 
same people. They both 
suck at snow removal. #yeg 




metr@news.ca 

WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Video For Canadian troops 
in Afghanistan, small acts of 
kindness can make the 
biggest difference at 
metronews.ca 
/canada 

Blogs Backbeat 
suggests giving 
the gift of vinyl 
this season. 



ADVERTISE TODAY! 

1 888 91 metro (63876) 


New torchbearers unveiled 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


ANDREAS MORSE 

for Metro Edmonton 


While they may not be 
competing for gold, silver 
or bronze, about 200 
Edmontonians will be 
showing their Olympic 
spirit by carrying the torch 
this January. 

Coca-Cola Canada yester¬ 
day named a few of its 
torchbearers for Edmon¬ 
ton and the surrounding 
area. These lucky few will 
get to carry the Olympic 
flame between Jan. 12 and 


16 as the torch relay makes 
its way to the opening cer¬ 
emony for the Van¬ 
couver 2010 

Olympic Winter 
Games on Feb. 12. 

“I was very excited 
when I found out,” 
said Josephine 
Olivieri, a stay-at- 
home Edmonton 
mom. “It’s some- Erin 
thing that I put my Clark 
mind to and I really 
wanted it so I was very ex¬ 
cited when I heard the 
news.” 

Olivieri applied online at 
icolce.ca and had to write 
an essay about why she 
should be chosen to carry 
the torch. 



“I’m turning 40 this year 
and I’ve always taken care 
of myself and this 
-was something I re¬ 
ally wanted to do,” 
Olivieri said. “Any¬ 
thing you put your 
mind to that you re¬ 
ally want you can ac¬ 
complish.” 

Erin Clark will not 
only be carrying the 
Olympic flame in 
her home province, 
be running her leg 
through her very own 
downtown neighbour¬ 
hood. 

“I’m very excited. It’s 
getting close and it’s start¬ 
ing to feel real,” said the 
teacher and cheerleading 



she’ll 


coach. “It means a lot to 
me, my whole team is 
coming out to cheer me 
on.” 

Clark said just being able 
to be a part of the relay 
makes not being able to 
get time off for the 
Olympics easier to take. 
Not to mention what she 
gets to keep from the expe¬ 
rience. “I actually get to 
keep the torch after¬ 
wards,” she said. “That’s 
really exciting too.” 

Millions of people ap¬ 
plied but just 12,000 were 
chosen to bring the torch 
across the country to Van¬ 
couver where the flame 
will be lit and burn for the 
remainder of the games. 


News in brief 


VIOLENCE One man is dead 
and another is clinging to life 
after two violent altercations in 
Lac La Biche on Monday night. 
The first took place before 
11:30 p.m., resulting in the 
death of a 37 -year-old man. 
RCMP were later called to a the 
scene of a second attack. A 
man was airlifted to hospital in 
Edmonton with life-threaten¬ 
ing injuries. RCMP have taken 
one youth into custody. Investi¬ 
gators do not yet know if the 
two incidents are connected. 
CRASH The driver of a stolen 
car died after being thrown 
from the vehicle while fleeing 
police on Sunday. After receiv¬ 
ing calls about erratic driving, 
Cold Lake RCMP found the 
stolen vehicle pulled over one 
kilometre south of Highway 55 
on Highway 897. The driver 
took off at a high rate of speed. 
At 10:30 p.m. Cold Lake RCMP 
found the car overturned, off 
the highway near the Beaver 
Ridge Bridge. The 25-year-old 
driver was declared dead at 
the scene. metro edmonton 


City hall Ringing the bells 



Keyboardist Jerrold Eilander rings in the holiday season yesterday at city hall by playing the city’s 
Carillon, the 23 bells that sit atop Friendship Tower, the 61-metre-high bell tower on the south 
side of city hall. 


Mountie's 
killer appeals 
murder 
conviction 

courts A St. Albert man 
convicted of gunning 
down an RCMP officer in 
the Northwest Territories 
is appealing his first- 
degree murder conviction, 
claiming conversations 
where he asked his 
girlfriend and family 
members to take care of 
witnesses shouldn’t have 
been presented as 
evidence. 

In documents filed last 
week, Emrah Bulatci chal¬ 
lenges more than a dozen 
rulings the judge made 
during the trial earlier this 
fall. Bulatci was sentenced 
last month to life in prison 
with no chance at parole 
for 25 years after a jury 
found him guilty in the 
death of Const. Chris Wor¬ 
den in October 2007. 

Court heard Worden was 
shot four times as he was 
chasing Bulatci, who had 
come to the town of Hay 
River to sell drugs. 

Bulatci, now 25, testified 
that he never meant to fa¬ 
tally wound Worden when 
he shot at his legs, and 
that the last two shots 
went off accidentally 
while the pair scuffled on 
the ground. 

He claims his rights 
were violated when his 
jailhouse conversations 
were intercepted and later 
presented to the jury. 

The court heard 
excerpts of several taped 
conversations where 
Bulatci asked his girlfriend 
and father to approach a 
witness — a cab driver 
who saw Bulatci run from 
Worden and then heard 

gun shots. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Cops say stay safe on roads 

The Edmonton Police Service wants to ensure everyone has a safe holiday season on the roads. They suggest using the services of volunteer 
organizations such as Operation Red Nose; choosing a designated driver at the beginning of the night; or taking a taxi, metro edmonton 


Dig deep for those less fortunate: Charity 


ANDREAS MORSE 

for Metro Edmonton 


mm 


With just three days left to 
reach their goal of $1.6 
million, the Christmas Bu¬ 
reau is asking Edmontoni¬ 


ans to dig deep and 
remember those less for¬ 
tunate. 

“It’s still pretty desper¬ 
ate,” said Dianne Brown, 
the bureau’s campaign di¬ 
rector. “People will come 
through, but for some rea¬ 


son everyone is donating at 
the last minute this year.” 

As of yesterday, the bu¬ 
reau still needed $435,000 
to reach their goal, but 
Brown said she’s confident 
the community will keep 
donating to get them closer. 


“I have all the confidence 
in the world that when Ed¬ 
montonians sit down to 
their festive meals they’re 
going to make sure that 
everyone in the city is 
looked after,” she said. 

Brown acknowledged 


there are plenty of wonder¬ 
ful charities in the Capital 
Region and those who are 
fortunate enough to have a 
little bit extra to donate 
should get in to the holiday 
spirit. 

The Christmas Bureau is 


in Edmonton only. They ac¬ 
cept financial donations 
and buy food with every last 
penny they raise. 

If you’d still like to make a 
donation, go to a mall be¬ 
fore 2 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve and find a donation box. 



RBC Royal Bank® 


II 

TORCH RELAY 
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Vancouver 2010 


This isn’t the time to get 
just any mortgage. 

It’s time to get the right one. 
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Connect with confidence. 



Switch to the most secure High Speed access: 


Sign up for TELUS High Speed 
and get: 

■ 1 month FREE 1- 

■ TELUS security services 

■ 24/7/365 support 


From 


$ 10 ™ 

for 6 months in a bundle 
with no contract required. 


^ttelus 

the future is friendly 


Call 310-4NET or visit telus.com/gethighspeed or your nearest TELUS authorized dealer. 

TELUS AUTHORIZED DEALERS 


Malls 

Downtown 

North 

South 

St. Albert 

Leduc 

Spruce Grove 

Bonnie Doon Mall 

Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 

Northgate Mall 

South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Centre 

TELUS Plaza North 

West Edmonton Mall 

9915 108A Ave. NW 

11315 104th Ave. 

West End 

5-14220 Yellowhead Trail 

14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51 st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 

St. Albert Centre 

30-200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 

Fort Saskatchewan 

9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 

112-5906 50th St. 

5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

Sherwood Park Mall 

162-26 Strathmoor Dr. 

(Road King) 

Westland Market Mall 
30-96 Campsite Rd. 


Offer available until December 31,2009, to new clients who have not signed up for TELUS High Speed Internet services in the past 90 days. *Defined as the most comprehensive suite of hardware and software security tools, tl month of new service available for free to clients who combine TELUS High Speed with one or more other TELUS home services. iOffer available when you 
choose TELUS High Speed Lite and combine it with one or more other TELUS home services. NewHigh Speed Lite clients receive an additional $10 off the regular price each month in months2 to 6. Regular bundled rate of $20/month starts on month 7. An additional $5/month will apply to monthly plan rates for High Speed clients who are not on aTELUS home bundle. ©2009 TELUS. 
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Winnipeg teens allegedly steal car while wearing electronic ankle bracelets 

It may be a sign of how brazen the criminals have become in the city known as Canada's auto-theft capital. Police say two teenagers who were already on the list of Manitoba's most chronic car 
thieves stole a Ford Fusion from a Winnipeg garage while they were still wearing electronic ankle bracelets from previous convictions, the Canadian press 


Canada 



Missing teen might be in Lafleur video 

Quebec police have released a clip of a recent television interview with hockey great Guy 
Lafleur, in the hopes of cracking a missing teen case. In the 11 -second clip, a teenager 
bearing a strong resemblance to missing Quebecer David Fortin appears in the 
background. The Lafleur interview was recorded at Montreal’s Bell Centre in early Decem¬ 
ber. Fortin, 15 , disappeared last February after leaving his Alma, Que., home for school. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Meeting goes ahead despite boycott 

Opposition do not let Tories dodge Afghan detainee controversy discussion 


Opposition parties aren’t 
letting Christmas wassail¬ 
ing or Conservative 
stonewalling get in the 
way of their pursuit of the 
Afghan detainee 
controversy. 

Liberal, NDP and Bloc 
Quebecois MPs barrelled 
ahead yesterday with a 
meeting of a special Com¬ 
mons committee on 
Afghanistan, despite a 
boycott by Conservative 
MPs. 

Lack of quorum forced 
them to meet informally, 


but they still managed to 
keep the issue alive, hear¬ 
ing testimony from two 
key critics of the Harper 
government’s handling of 
the detainee file. 

They heard from Paul 
Champ, lawyer for 
Amnesty International and 
the B.C. Civil Liberties As¬ 
sociation, which jointly 
went to court in an unsuc¬ 
cessful bid to secure an in¬ 
junction halting the Cana¬ 
dian transfer of detainees 
to Afghan prisons. 

They also heard from 


Opposition 

• New Democrat MP Paul 
Dewar said the Tories 
would rather “slurp eggnog 
and eat bon bons” than get 
to the bottom of this issue. 


Gar Pardy, a retired diplo¬ 
mat who recently organ¬ 
ized a letter from more 
than 100 former ambassa¬ 
dors blasting the Harper 
government’s treatment of 
diplomat whistleblower 


Richard Colvin, who says 
he warned the govern¬ 
ment in 2006 about the 
likely torture of prisoners 
handed over by Canadian 
soldiers to Afghan authori¬ 
ties. 

Liberal foreign affairs 
critic Bob Rae said the Tory 
boycott reflects Prime Min¬ 
ister Stephen Harper’s in¬ 
tention to silence discus¬ 
sion of the issue “from 
Christmas to the Olympics 
(in Februaiy) and hope 
that everybody forgets” 
about it. 


“And that isn’t going to 
work. There’s no way that 
we’re going to let this guy 
dictate the work of the 
committee or shut down 
Parliament,” Rae said. 

In a letter to the commit¬ 
tee clerk, Tory MP Laurie 
Hawn, parliamentaiy sec- 
retaiy to Defence Minister 
Peter MacKay, said Conser¬ 
vatives would not partici¬ 
pate in yesterday’s hear¬ 
ings because Christmas “is 
a time to spend with fami¬ 
ly, friends and loved ones. 

“One would hope that 


only the most serious of 
emergencies should inter¬ 
fere with these moments.” 

Hawn said there’s 
“presently nothing urgent 
needing study on the sub¬ 
ject of Taliban prisoners.” 
He argued the alleged tor¬ 
ture took place more than 
three years ago and Cana¬ 
da has since adopted a 
new policy on prisoner 
transfers, which has be¬ 
come the “gold standard” 
for NATO allies operating 
in Afghanistan. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Canadian study on cheating 
guilt named top sex story 


science A Canadian study 
has been named one of the 
most provocative sex sci¬ 
ence stories of 2009 by the 
science website Live- 
Science.com. 

The study, led by psychol¬ 
ogy professor Maiyann Fish¬ 
er at Saint Maiy’s University 
in Halifax, looked into how 
men and women would feel 
if they cheated on their 
partner. 

The research concluded 
that men feel guiltier fol¬ 
lowing sexual infidelity, 
while women feel guiltier 


after an emotional trans¬ 
gression. 

Fisher and her team had 
hypothesized the opposite. 

Men, they thought, 
would feel guiltier if they 
fell in love with someone 
else, based on the notion 
that women probably place 
a higher value on emotional 
loyalty. 

Similarly, it was assumed 
women would experience 
more guilt knowing the 
emotional pain that sexual 
infidelity would cause their 
partner. the Canadian press 
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PARK SQUARE APARTMENTS 
10001 BELLAMY HILL 


1+den & 2bd air conditioned suites with in-suite laundry, 
and modern decor. Heat and water included, 
fitness facility. Convenient downtown living! 

780-423-3540 I www.realstar.ca 
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* One block to University of Alberta 

• Ten minutes away from downtown 
» Minutes away from Whyte Avenue 
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Kandahar Early Christmas for troops 



Master Warrant Officer Charlotte Hawes serves Christmas dinner at the Canadian military-civilian 
outreach base in Kandahar, Afghanistan, yesterday. Soldiers, many sporting Santa hats or 
reindeer horns, enjoy some holiday fun and food. 


Embassy beer options limited 


'Tor them to have a huge wine list and 
three very similar-tasting Canadian beers 
out of all we have available in this country 
is a disgrace.” Stephen Beaumont 


drinks Canada has a reputa¬ 
tion for producing a wide 
variety of excellent beers, 
but tipplers visiting the 
Canadian Embassy had just 
three choices of brews re¬ 
cently — Molson Canadian, 
Alexander Keith’s Ale or 
Blue Light. 

According to documents 
obtained through Freedom 
of Information legislation, 
the gleaming embassy on 
iconic Pennsylvania Avenue 
offers up a long list of Cana¬ 
dian wines to visitors, 
among them pinot noirs, 
merlots, Gewurztraminers 
and rieslings from an array 
of vineyards across the 
country. 

Pity the poor Canadian 


beer drinker, however — as 
of Oct. 31 of this year, only 
those three basic brews 
were available. As craft 
breweries and brew pubs 
take off in Canada, one 
Canadian beer expert says 
it’s a shame the embassy is¬ 
n’t doing a better job intro¬ 
ducing Americans to some 
quality suds brewed north 
of the 49th parallel. 

“We should absolutely be 
offering up better than 
those three,” Stephen Beau¬ 


mont said in a recent inter¬ 
view. “It’s completely irre¬ 
sponsible on their part — 
they are supposed to be 
there promoting Canadian 
interests abroad. It’s insult¬ 
ing to beer. For them to 
have a huge wine list and 
three very similar-tasting 
Canadian beers out of all 
we have available in this 
country is a disgrace.” 

The embassy says it only 
buys what’s on hand. 
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Feds look to 
put drugs in 
junk food 

cancer Ottawa wants to 
know what you think 
about its unusual proposal 
to put a cancer-fighting 
drug into junk food. 

Health Canada is 
inviting public comments 
until Februaiy 21 on its 
idea to have small 
amounts of the enzyme as¬ 
paraginase put into foods 
like potato chips and 
french fries. 

On its website, Health 
Canada says its scientists 
have finished a detailed 
safety assessment on the 
enzyme and haven’t found 
any health or safety 
concerns. 

At issue is the chemical 
acrylamide, which is found 
as a cooking byproduct in 
the production of foods 
like french fries and potato 
chips and has been linked 
to cancer in animals. 

Research suggests 
asparaginase reduces acry¬ 
lamide production. 

Health Canada notes the 
enzyme is used in the U.S., 
Australia, New Zealand, 
and Denmark, and has 
been given a favourable 
evaluation by the Joint 
FAO/WHO Expert Commit¬ 
tee on Food Additives. 
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Now is a 
great time 
to get your 
Toyota. 


0 % 2000120 

financing on in seasonal cash day no payment 

2010 Corolla savings on financing 

and Matrix' selected models" on all models’ 


Toyota leasing options available. 

Leasing is a great way to get into the Toyota of your choice. 

Ask your Toyota Dealer about competitive rates and flexible terms. 




See your local Toyota Dealer today. I ® toyota 

I make things better 


* Limited time purchase financing offer provided through Toyota Financial Services on approved credit on new retail sales of qualifying models. Representative finance example based upon $20,000 
financed at 0% APR equals $555.56 per month for 36 months. $0 down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $20,000. Taxes, freight 
and PDI of $1320, license, insurance, registration and applicable duties, levies and fees are extra. Dealer may sell for less. ** The up to $2000 customer incentive offer is valid on retail delivery of 
select new unregistered Toyota vehicles, when purchased or leased from a Canadian Toyota dealership. Vehicle must be purchased/leased, registered and delivered by January 4, 2010. Quantities 
of certain vehicles are limited and dealer trade may be required. Dealer trade availability may also be limited and will vary by model.Offer ends January 4,2010.5ee your Toyota Dealer to determine if 
tax applies before or after the application of the offer in your jurisdiction, t Make No Payments for 120 Days when you purchase finance a new unregistered Toyota vehicle through Toyota Financial 
Services. Offer applies on approved credit to retail customers who purchase and take delivery by January 4, 2010. The first monthly payment will be deferred for 90 days (until the 120th day of the 
contract] and finance contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue during the first 90 days of the contract. After 90 days, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser 
will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract. */**/+ Offers subject to change/cancellation without notice. 5ee your participating Toyota dealer or visit www.toyota.ca for details. 
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Maclean’s founder’s home saved for now 

The Ontario government has stepped in to prevent any further damage to the home of the founder of Maclean's magazine. Minister of Culture Aileen Carroll 
issued a stop order Monday to keep the Toronto home of John MacLean safe while the province looks at its potential heritage significance, the Canadian press 


Quebec backpedals 
on NB Power deal 

Charest says agreement still up for negotiation 


The Quebec government 
was suddenly singing a 
more conciliatory tune over 
its planned purchase of 
New Brunswick’s power 
utility, suggesting 
yesterday the deal was still 
open for negotiation. 

Just one day after Que¬ 
bec’s natural resources min¬ 
ister suggested the pur¬ 
chase of NB Power was a 
done deal and would not be 
changed, both she and Pre¬ 
mier Jean Charest were say¬ 
ing the exact opposite. 

“There are discussions,” 
Charest told TVA network. 

“There could be improve¬ 
ments. It could happen.” 

For her part, Natural Re¬ 
sources Minister Nathalie 
Normandeau had a strik¬ 
ingly different message 
from the one she delivered 
24 hours earlier. 

She now says an agree- 
ment-in-principle was 
signed on Oct. 29, and that 
negotiations are continuing 
as New Brunswick Premier 


“There could be 
improvements. It 
could happen.” 

Jean Charest, 

Quebec premier 

Shawn Graham brings for¬ 
ward the concerns of critics 
who aren’t yet sold on the 
deal. 

“It’s in this spirit of open¬ 
ness that our discussions 
continue with New 
Brunswick,” Normandeau 
said in an interview. 

“There’s an important nu¬ 
ance to make between rene¬ 
gotiating an agreement-in¬ 
principle and making ad¬ 
justments.” 

The sale is a hot potato 
for the New Brunswick gov¬ 
ernment, which has come 
under intense political fire 
over its plan to sell NB Pow¬ 
er’s assets to Hydro-Quebec 
for about $4.8 billion. 

Critics have slammed the 


government for selling off 
key assets. Neighbouring 
provinces and states have 
also expressed concern, ar¬ 
guing that it will create a 
quasi-monopoly for Hydro 
Quebec in the Atlantic re¬ 
gion. 

The Opposition Conserva¬ 
tives in New Brunswick 
have also complained that 
the details are not being 
properly shared with the 
public. The government has 
defended the sale by saying 
the money will help the 
province make investments 
in areas, like education, 
that will lead to a more 
prosperous future for New 
Brunswick. 

It has also sought to fend 
off much of the criticism by 
saying final details are still 
being worked out. 

Normandeau’s suggestion 
Monday that negotiations 
were finished raised some 
eyebrows in New 
Brunswick. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Torch relay On the Thames 



Mary Antone of The Oneida on the Thames, runs with the Van¬ 
couver 2010 Olympic torch in front of Ed Antone in Muncey, Ont. 
The Olympic torch relay continued through southern Ontario, 
ending the day in Chatham. Follow the Olympic torch’s 
journey with an interactive map at metronews.ca/sports. 


Carbon tax 
not ruled 
out: Harper 

Ottawa Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper is not rul¬ 
ing out a carbon tax for 
Canada sometime in the 
future. 

Harper was asked point 
blank in a year-end 
interview with CTV News 
whether Canadians will 
ever see such a tax. He said 
the government will have 
to see what the U.S. decides 
to do so it can be part of a 
harmonized North Ameri¬ 
can climate-change plan. 

Harper hammered 
former Liberal Leader 
Stephane Dion for making 
a carbon tax the 
centrepiece of his environ¬ 
mental plan during the last 
election. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


HEALTH The public is being 
warned to avoid eating a 
brand of salami because it may 
be contaminated with Listeria 
monocytogenes. The warning 
from the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency and Siena 
Foods of Toronto covers Siena- 
brand mild Cacciatore Salami. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



W Ask about ^ 
pree Telus TV • 
K service for one ( 
I year! JSfl 


Special offers are available "as is" and substitutions 
are not permitted. Valid on new move-ins only 
between December 1 -24, 2009 and valid on 12 - 
^ month lease terms only. Restrictions apply. Jd 


DATS ( 


BOARDWALK 


COMMUNITIES 


RENTAL 


Dee 3 


Mention this ad today 
at any Boardwalk property and 
receive a *500 gasoline gift 
card, *600 move in credit, *0 
security" deposit, plus do not pay 
until January 2010! 


1 . 800 . 810.9255 


Check online for new specials every day! 
















































CK Men’s 
or Ladies 
Coffret sets 


Ayeeno 


AVEENO Energizer 
Holiday Pack 


CITY 




SONY DSC-W180 10.1 MEGA PIXEL 
3X OPTICAL ZOOM DIGITAL CAMERA 


LLOYD’S 7” PORTABLE DVD PLAYER 

+ Environmental Handling or 
Disposal Fee where applicable 


VTECH CORDLESS PHONE 
•DECT 6.0 

• Caller ID 

• Interference Free 


SONY 4GB MEMORY STICK 
PRO DUO-29.99 


MONOPOLYI 


Where permitted. 


GIFTS MADE EASY™ 

EASY ON YOUR BUDGET AND EASY TO GET TO 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23 & THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24+ 




LAST MINUTE GIFTS THEY’LL LOVE 


ESCAPE, ETERNITY MOMENT, 
CONTRADICTION EAU DEPARFUM 
(50mL), MACKIE, SWISS ARMY CLASSIC 
(lOOmL), CONTRADICTION (50mL) 

EAU DE TOILETTE, PERRY ELLIS 360 
LADIES, MEN (3 Pc) or OSCAR (2 Pc) SET 
While Quantities Last. No Rainchecks 


HARAJUKU LOVERS 

ANGEL, BABY, GWEN, LOVE or MUSIC SET 

Selected Types Contains: Eau de Toilette (30mL) 
and Solid Perfume Compact (1.2g) 


Selected Types QUO MASTER BRUSH SET 




FRAGRANCE SAMPLER and CERTIFICATE 

FOR HIM or HER Includes a Fragrance 
Gift Certificate valued at up to $85 for 
a bottle of your favourite scent - plus 10 
FREE samples to help you choose! 

While Quantities Last. No Rainchecks 


UK PHILIPS 


MEN’S Interchangeable Watch Set 


PHILIPS or BRAUN SHAVERS or TRIMMERS 
Selected Types 


79 " 


29 " 


149 " 


WWWWWWkVy^ V -* J 


29 " 


29 " 




29 " 


39 " 


THE SWEETEST GIFTS 


LINDT Boxed Chocolates 
168g Selected Types 


LIFE BRAND 

HAZELNUT BALLS (200g), BELGIAN 
FINGERS (300g) or SEASHELLS (250g) 


TOBLERONE BAR 400g 
Selected Types 


LIFE BRAND Gourmet 
Jelly Beans 900g 


DELECT0MILK, DARK ASSORTED 

Boxed Chocolate (370g) or 

LINDT LIND0R CHOCOLATE Bag 

(150g) Selected Types 


^hile Quantities Last. No Rainchecks. 

Prices are in effect Wednesday December 23 & Thursday, December 24,2009 only. While quantities last. No Rainchecks. *0ur Regular Price. 


* working late? shop even later. 

From holiday cards and last minute gifts to wrapping paper and ribbon, 
most of our stores are open late with everything you need to finish your list. 

Most Stores OPEN Late & Christmas Day n 

* Visit shoppersdrugmart.ca to find a store nearest you. 


DRUG MART 
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Gamblers at casino get a lucky break — crashing pickup misses them 
Patrons dived for cover early yesterday when a police chase ended with a pickup truck plowing into the Niagara Fallsview Casino in Niagara Falls, stopping a short distance from 
the gaming floor. Police say the pursuit began after a domestic dispute. A man has been charged with several offences, including attempted murder, the Canadian press 


Kidney gap 
widening, 
study shows 


Halifax Shot man won't talk 



Halifax Regional Police were at the scene of a shooting in west-end Halifax yesterday. A 23-year- 
old man who apparently suffered a gunshot wound to the face isn’t co-operating with police. 
Officers say they don't believe it was a random incident and the victim knows his assailant. 


Montreal priests complain English is a sin 


A study finds that the gap 
between supply and 
demand for donated 
kidneys is widening. 

A report, released yester¬ 
day by the Canadian Insti¬ 
tute for Health Informa¬ 
tion, shows a significant 
increase in the number of 
kidney transplants over 
the past 
decade. 

But there 
has been a de¬ 
cline in the 
number of 
these trans¬ 
plants relative 
to the number 
of kidney failure patients, 
with six transplants per 
100 patient years of dialy¬ 
sis in 2008, compared to 
eight transplants per 100 
patient years of dialysis in 
1999. 

Jean-Marie Berthelot, 
vice-president of programs 
at the institute, says the 
rise in demand is partly 


due to an increase in dia¬ 
betes-related kidney fail¬ 
ure cases in Canada. 

The number of new pa¬ 
tients with end-stage renal 
disease associated with dia¬ 
betes nearly doubled, to 
nearly 1,900 in 2008 from 
about 1,000 in 1996. 

“The need for trans¬ 
plantable or¬ 
gans has nev¬ 
er been 
greater,” said 
Dr. John Gill 
of the Uni¬ 
versity of 
British Co¬ 
lumbia. 

Living donors accounted 
for 69 per cent of an in¬ 
crease in donors over the 
past decade. 

But they can donate only 
one kidney or part of a liv¬ 
er or lung. 

A deceased donor can 
provide up to six organs 
for transplant. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


language A group of Mon¬ 
treal priests say the house 
of God is going bilingual — 
and they’re not happy. 

Four Roman Catholic 
priests complain English 
has been creeping back in¬ 
to their churches. 


They’re upset that when 
large assemblies are held 
at big Montreal churches, 
like Notre Dame Basilica 
and St. Joseph’s Oratory, 
the services are bilingual. 

The priests have sent a 
letter to Archbishop Jean- 


Claude Cardinal Turcotte 
urging him to put the 
brakes on the expanding 
use of English. One priest 
says the message being 
sent to immigrants is that 
they can live in English. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Flaherty 
aims to 
stay the 
course 

tax Ottawa has ruled out 
significant tax cuts or new 
spending programs for 
Canadians in next year’s 
federal budget, Finance 
Minister Jim Flaherty says. 

With the deficit sched¬ 
uled to hit a 
record $56 
billion for 
2009-2010, 
the finance 
minister told 
The Canadian 
Press in a 
year-end 
interview the 
government must keep 
spending under control 
and can’t afford further 
tax cuts. 

“I would not anticipate 
any new substantial 
spending programs or any 
new substantial tax reduc¬ 
tions in the next budget. 
This is a stay the course 
budget,” he said. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


“The need for 
transplantable 
organs has never 
been greater.” 

Dr. John Gill 
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- $100 gift ^9 




Samsung Slyde 
*175 $ 150 Sale price 

$A 


LG KEYBO 

*175 $ 150 Sale price 


Samsung Intensity™ 
*200 $ 175 Sale price 


‘25 


Koodo 

■ mobile™ 


►►FUTURE SHOP 


■ r«]' it»i j I 


DRUGS 


Walmart 


^Jlert 


Koodo 

■ shop 


Edmonton Red Deer 

Edmonton City Centre Bower Place 

Kingsway Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

Millwoods Town Centre 

West Edmonton Mall 


(1) See store for details. Bonus gift available with new activations only. While quantities last. (2) Subject to approved credit. 






































Great Gifts for Her 


YOUR 


CALVIN KLEIN 

Receive this black tote bag as 
your gift with any purchase of 
$60 or more (before taxes) 
from the Calvin Klein women’s 
fragrance collection. 

Fragrances shown: $69 to $102 


SEX0AL 

WOMEN’S COLLECTION 

Receive a Sexual 3-pce. 
Miniature Parfum gift box 
as your gift with any Sexual 
Women’s fragrance collection 
purchase of $85 or more 
(before taxes). 

Set includes: 

Sexual Secret Parfum, 10 ml_ 
Sexual Femme Parfum, 10 ml_ 
Sexual Classic Parfum, 10 ml_ 

(Value $125) 

Fragrance shown: $85 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 


ESTEE LAUDER YOUR GIFT 

Get this great gift with any Estee Lauder 
fragrance purchase of $60 or more 
(before taxes). 

For your purchase may we suggest: 

Estee Lauder Sensuous, $37.50 to $84 
Estee Lauder pleasures, $37.50 to $84 
Beautiful, $37.50 to $99 





$120 in beauty savings 

With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCE purchase (before taxes). 


That’s 


$10 off 


each month for a whole year! 


^Redeemable on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 

Only 2 days left! On now until Thursday, December 24th 



the 
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Officer accused of sexual assault 

A Toronto police officer is facing sexual assault and assault charges after a three-month probe. Allegations 
against Const. Salameh Marji stem from a traffic stop and subsequent search of a 21-year-old driver on Sept. 2. torstar news service 



Jane Creba 


Man gets life for Boxing Day shooting 


A man who armed himself 
with a handgun before go¬ 
ing shopping for shoes for 
his child pleaded guilty 
yesterday to second- 
degree murder in the 
Boxing Day 2005 shooting 
death of Jane Creba. 

The crime became a 
flashpoint for Toronto’s 


anger over what had been 
a year of gun murders. 

Jeremiah Valentine, 27, 
was given a life sentence 
with no chance of parole 
for 12 years. 

The Crown said tests de¬ 
termined it was “very like¬ 
ly” he fired the bullet that 
killed Creba. 


“I find this an 
exceptional exhibi¬ 
tion of remorse." 

John McMahon 

But those tests were not 
definitive and the bullet 
could have come from two 


other weapons. 

Creba, 15, had been 
shopping with her mother 
and sister when she was 
caught in a downtown 
shootout between gangs. 

Valentine would have 
had to wait much longer 
than 12 years for parole eli¬ 
gibility if he hadn't plead¬ 


ed guilty, said Superior 
Court Justice John McMa¬ 
hon. 

“I find this an exception¬ 
al exhibition of remorse to 
plead guilty,” McMahon 
told the court. 

“It merits a significant 
reduction in parole eligibil¬ 
ity.” THE CANADIAN PRESS 



The hottest new phones are available right now, 
exclusively at Rogers, for under a buck? That means brands 
like BlackBerry, Nokia, Samsung and LG, that were priced 
under a hundred bucks,* are available now, for under a buck; 
So hurry in, while supplies last. 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


ONLY UNTIL JAN. 4 


EXCLUSIVELY FROM <Q ROGERS 

rogers.com/underabuck 


T 1 

aaaa anHB BB 


*Sony Ericsson XI, HTC Magic and BlackBerry Bold 9000 (white) available with new activation on any 3-yr. term voice and data plan having min. $45 monthly service fee. Nokia N86 8MP and LG Eve available with new 
activation on any 3-yr. term voice and data plan. All other devices featured available with new activation on any 3-yr. term voice plan. Early cancellation fees apply. 

™Rogers & Mobius Design are trademarks of or used under license from or with permission of Rogers Communications Inc. or an affiliate. ®BlackBerry and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research 
In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world, used under license from Research In Motion Limited. ™Google and the Google logo are trademarks of or used under license 
or with permission of Google Inc. The HTC logo and HTC Magic are trademarks of High Tech Computer Corporation used under license or with permission. eBay is a trademark of eBay Inc., used with permission. All other 
brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 


Cable 
cars the 
better 
way? 

transit Could the solution 
to Toronto’s transit woes 
be hanging by a thread? 

It may sound crazy, but 
at least one urban planner 
believes that cable cars 
rather than streetcars 
could be the answer to 
some of the big city’s has¬ 
sles. 

Planner-designer Steven 
Dale’s believes his idea is a 
winner. 

The native Torontonian 
thinks cable might be the 
better way on some Toron¬ 
to transit routes. 

Cable technology, which 
can be used above street 
level like a ski lift, or em¬ 
bedded under vehicles like 
San Francisco’s iconic ca¬ 
ble cars, is greener, cheap¬ 
er and faster than Toron¬ 
to’s streetcars, he argues. 

“We’ve spent so long 
imagining our transit as 
what we have right now 
and there’s a whole bunch 
of other ideas out there,” 
he said. Light rail, which 
Toronto is planning to 
build extensively, “is not 
the best technology.” 

“Light rail happens to be 
stuck between a technolo¬ 
gy we don’t like — buses 
— and a technology we 
can’t afford — subways.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Ikea recalls kids’ 
high chairs 

safety Ilcea Canada is vol¬ 
untarily recalling the 
Leopard children’ high 
chair due to a potential 
safety issue. 

Snap locks that secure 
the seat to the frame can 
break, posing fall and 
choking hazards to 
children. 

There are no reported 
incidents over the high 
chairs in Canada. 

For additional informa¬ 
tion, customers can 
contact IKEA toll-free at 
800-661-9807 or visit 

IKEA.Ca. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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LOW ON PRICE. 

HIGH ON FEATURES. 



BEST 

HIGHWAY 

FUEL 

EFFICIENCY 

IN ITS CLASS (EXCLUDES 
HYBRIDS)* 


HWY: 5.4L/100KM - 52 MPG 
CITY: 8.0L/100KM - 35 MPG' 
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FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


INCLUDES • Ecotec 2.2L 4-Cylinder Engine • 5-Speed Manual 
Transmission • Standard CD with MP3 Playback and Audio 
Input Jack • 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats 


☆☆☆☆☆ 


2009 CHEVROLET AVEO 


MONTHS* 



INCLUDES • Ecotec 1.6L 4-Cylinder DOHC Engine • 5-Speed 
Manual Transmission • Standard CD with MP3 Playback and 
Audio Input Jack • 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats 


ALBERTACHEVROLET.COM 


60 DAY SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 
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160,000 KM -E 
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Dog recovering from H 1 N 1 flu 

Experts say a dog in suburban New York City is the United States' first confirmed to be carrying the same strain of H1N1 flu that is infecting humans. The 13-year-old mixed-breed male is 
recovering. Animals can carry flu viruses, but Dr. Anne Schuchat of the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says “this is not a reason to be concerned." the associated press 



World 


Big Christmas haul in Spain 

Spain's Christmas lottery showered hundreds of thousand of euros in prize money on Madrid 
yesterday. The top prize of the lottery, ranked among the world's richest, went to holders of 
tickets bearing the number 78294 , displayed by two lottery workers, left. The number appears 
on 1,950 tickets, and each holder stood to win about $430,000. Two immigrant workers from 
the Dominican Republic were among the winners. the associated press 


Teen pleads no contest 
in Facebook sex scam 


Blackmailed into sex 


A Wisconsin teenager 
who blackmailed dozens 
of fellow high school stu¬ 
dents into sex acts by us¬ 
ing photos and videos ob¬ 
tained in a Facebook 
scam faces up to 50 years 
in prison after pleading 
no contest to two felonies 
yesterday. 

Anthony R. Stand, 19, 
had faced 12 charges that 
carried a maximum penal¬ 
ty of nearly 300 years. He 
pleaded no contest to re¬ 
peated sexual assault of 
the same child and third- 
degree sexual assault. In 
exchange, prosecutors dis¬ 
missed charges that includ¬ 
ed second-degree sexual as¬ 
sault, child enticement 
and possession of child 
pornography. 


• The investigation began af¬ 
ter a 16-year-old boy told au¬ 
thorities he was being black¬ 
mailed into acts of oral and 
anal sex with Stand. The boy, 
then 15, had exchanged 
explicit pictures of himself 
online with "Kayla," who later 

Stand was accused of 
posing as a girl online and 
persuading more than 30 
classmates to send him 
naked pictures of them¬ 
selves, then using the im¬ 
ages to blackmail them for 
sex. 

Authorities found more 
than 30 folders on Stand’s 
computer containing 
about 300 nude images of 


threatened to spread his pic¬ 
ture throughout the school 
unless he agreed to the acts 
with Stand. Stand 
photographed those encoun¬ 
ters, giving him fodder for 
further blackmail, detectives 
said. 

other male students at 
New Berlin Eisenhower 
High School. 

Waukesha County dis¬ 
trict attorney Brad Schimel 
said he would recommend 
a “substantial” prison sen¬ 
tence and that he was satis¬ 
fied with the plea agree¬ 
ment because Stand still 
faces up to 50 years. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Italy What is this, Toronto? 



Italian soldiers hold shovels as they walk past the Duomo cathedral in Milan yesterday. Italy has 
sent hundreds of soldiers to the streets of Milan after heavy snowstorms and freezing 
temperatures forced airports to be closed and trains to be halted. About 600 soldiers have begun 
to shovel snow. 


Pakistani men sentenced to 
have noses, ears amputated 


Stealing OK sometimes: Priest 


News in brief 


KANSAS A judge says the law 
doesn’t allow a so-called “ne¬ 
cessity defence” in the trial of a 
man charged with killing one 
of the United States' few late- 
term abortion providers. The 
ruling was another blow to 
lawyers for Scott Roeder, who 
has confessed to shooting Dr. 
George Tiller in May, and said 
it was necessary in order to 
save unborn children. 
COLOMBIA Gov. Luis Francisco 
Cuellar of the state of Caqueta 
was found dead yesterday, his 
throat slit, less than 24 hours 
after being abducted by leftist 
rebels in the the first 
kidnapping of a major Colom¬ 
bian politician since 2002. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Pakistan A Pakistani court 
has ordered the noses and 
ears of two men cut off af¬ 
ter they did the same 
thing to a young woman 
whose family spurned one 
of the men’s marriage pro¬ 
posal, a prosecutor said 
yesterday. 

The anti-terrorism court 
in the eastern city of La¬ 
hore said it was applying 
Islamic law by ordering 
the punishment. Lahore 
prosecutor Chaudhry Ali 
Ahmed said one of the ac¬ 


cused, Sher Mohammad, 
was a cousin of the 19- 
year-old woman and want¬ 
ed to marry her. 

Her parents refused his 
proposal. 

Sher Mohammad and a 
friend, Amanat Moham¬ 
mad, were accused of kid¬ 
napping the woman and 
cutting off her ears and 
nose in September. 

The court on Monday al¬ 
so sentenced each man to 
50 years in prison and told 
them to pay fines and 


compensation to the 
woman amounting to sev¬ 
eral thousand dollars, the 
prosecutor said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Pi 

With an available couch or great 
restaurant tips a tweet away, 
social networking has changed 
the way we travel. Scan this barcode 
for the full story. 


Britain An English priest is 
giving some unconvention¬ 
al holiday advice — shoplift¬ 
ing may be OK. 

Rev. Tim Jones was re¬ 
buked by fellow clergy and 
shop owners yesterday after 
delivering a Sunday sermon 
in which he said it was 
sometimes acceptable for 
desperate people to shoplift 
from large chain stores. 

From his pulpit, Jones 
told his congregation that 
shoplifting can be justified 
if a person in real need is 
not greedy. The remarks 
sparked a firestorm of 
protest. Jones told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that he stands 
by his comments. He said 


he regretted only that most 
of the focus had been on his 
shoplifting comments 
rather than his other 
points. 

“The point I’m making is 
that when we shut down 
every socially acceptable av¬ 
enue for people in need 
then the only avenue left is 
the socially unacceptable 
one,” he said, adding that 
people are often released 
from prison without any 
means of support. 

“What I’m against is the 
way society has become 
ever more comfortable with 
the people at the very bot¬ 
tom,” he said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Metro Edmonton, Editorial and Photography Interns, Edmonton AB 

Metro Edmonton is inviting applications for reporting and photography internships. 

The positions offer hands-on experience in a daily newsroom for journalists and photographers or recent grads who are 
beginning their careers. The positions are non-paid. 

Successful applicants in the past have excelled at generating story ideas and writing concise and compelling features as 
well as covering breaking news. The ideal candidate can also combine photography and reporting skills. 

Qualifications 

The positions are open to students and recent graduates (within the last year or two). 

The internships are full-time and start January 2010. They run for three-four weeks, based on availability, Sundays to Thursdays. 
No calls please. Only those applicants considered for the position will be contacted. 

Please e-mail samples of your work, a cover letter and resume identifying all relevant experience and/or skills to: 

Harry Hodge | Metro Edmonton, Ste, 2070,10123-99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3H1 | Tel: NO CALLS 
E-mail: harry.hodge@metronews.ca | Web address: http://metronews.ca 


ARE YOU WILDLY ENERGETIC, 
CREATIVE AND LOVE 
TO MEET NEW PEOPLE? 


WE NEED STREET PROMOTERS TO DISTRIBUTE 
NEWSPAPERS TO MORNING COMMUTERS 

Great Wage • Meet New People • No Experience Needed 


thinkbox 


If you are interested in joining the street promotions team, 
please email your resume to mhillman@thinkboxnational.com 























Smartphones from $0.* 
You won’t believe your eyes. 


TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Centre 
TELUS Plaza North 
West Edmonton Mall 

Downtown 

9915 108A Ave. NW 
11315 104th Ave. 



Nokia E71 

NEW. Red and black, 
only from TELUS. 


BlackBerry® Storm™ 9530 


HTC Hero™ 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 
Also available in black. 


BlackBerry® Tour™ 9630 


$ 0 * $329.99 

$ 0 * $599.99 

$ 49 . 99 * $499.99 

$ 49 . 99 * $549.99 

3 year term No term 

3 year term No term 

3 year term 1 No term 

3 year term No term 

SAVE $329.99 

SAVE $599.99 

SAVE $450 

SAVE $500 


5- 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 

5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 


Fort Saskatchewan 

9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 


■ With our new Clear Choice™ Plans, 
there is no system access fee 


Leduc 

112-5906 50th St. 
5205 50th Ave. 



Our 3G+ smartphones run on Canada’s 
largest 3G+ network 1 


TELUS 

the future is friendly® 


Sherwood Park 

Sherwood Park Mall 

162-26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 
30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 
30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 
20 Muir Dr. 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 

Waimart 'jc I 'tmM Visions 

Offers available until December 31,2009. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. *0ffer available to new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater, or on a BlackBerry Social 
or BlackBerry Email & IM rate plan. Regular price of a Nokia E71 on a 3 year term is $29.99. Regular price of a BlackBerry Storm on a 3 year term is $99.99. Regular price of the HTC Hero on a 3 year term is $99.99. Regular price of a BlackBerry Tour on a 3 year term is $149.99. tFor HSPA/HSPA+ geographic coverage and population covered as of December 2009. TELUS, the TELUS 
logo, the future is friendly and Clear Choice are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi Maps are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Twitter is a trademark of Twitter, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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Former mountain biking champ pleads guilty to drug charges 

Former U.S. mountain biking world champion Melissa "Missy" Giove has pleaded guilty to helping run a coast-to-coast marijuana smuggling ring. She was 
arrested in upstate New York last June after one of the ring’s couriers was intercepted driving a truck carrying 350 pounds of marijuana, the associated press 


Details could scuttle 
prisoner swap 


Marathon discussions 


Israel delivered its count¬ 
er-demands yesterday for 
a deal with Hamas to 
exchange about 1,000 
Palestinian prisoners for a 
single Israeli soldier held 
captive by Gaza militants 
for more than three years. 

As families on both sides 
agonized over the outcome, 
last-minute differences over 
who should be freed or sent 
into exile threatened to im¬ 
peril the deal. 

Israel insists on expelling 
some West Bank-bom pris¬ 
oners to the Hamas-mled 
Gaza Strip or abroad and 
balks at releasing some in¬ 
mates high on the Hamas 
wish list, said a senior 
Hamas official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he is not supposed 
to brief reporters. 


• In recent days, marathon dis¬ 
cussions about the swap at 
the top level of Israel's govern¬ 
ment conveyed a sense of ur¬ 
gency. However, more than 
three years of negotiations fol¬ 
lowing the capture of the 
Israeli soldier have been 
shrouded in a fog of disinfor- 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Ehud Barak appeared to be 
taying to temper expecta¬ 
tions when he told a group 
of students that returning 
Sgt. Gilad Schalit was a “top 
priority” — but “not at any 
price,” a reference to Pales¬ 
tinian prisoners convicted 
of bloody attacks. 

The Hamas official said 
that while progress has 


mation and spin, leading to 
repeated false alarms that a 
deal is close. The decision on 
whether to accept what would 
be the biggest swap in years is 
crucial for Hamas, which 
wrested Gaza from Western- 
backed Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas in 2007. 

been made, a deal is not im¬ 
minent. 

A Hamas website, al- 
Risalah, said a German me¬ 
diator would meet later 
with Hamas leaders in Gaza 
who will “take a final and 
conclusive decision on what 
the German mediator 
brings from his visit to the 
occupied territories.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


London Prince samples life as a pauper 



In this image from the homeless charity Centrepoint yesterday, Britain’s Prince William and Cen- 
trepoint CEO Seyi Obakin prepare for a night sleeping outside in freezing temperatures in central 
London. The Prince bedded down in a sleeping bag to experience being homeless. 


News in brief 


FRANCE A French parlia¬ 
mentarian said he would file 
legislation to bar Muslim 
women from wearing veils 
that hide their faces in public. 
President Nicolas Sarkozy has 


said burqa-like veils are “not 
welcome" in France, and a 
panel has been gathering info 
on the subject for a report. 
Lawmaker Jean-Francois Cope 
said he wants the veil banned 


not just from public buildings, 
but also in the streets. 

RUSSIA Eight circus tigers and 
a lioness died during a 20 - 
hour journey in an enclosed 
and heated truck across 


Siberia, and Russian police are 
investigating whether they 
might have been suffocated 
by exhaust fumes or sickened 
with food poisoning. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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FOOT MASSAGER 
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Give Well gift $ 

ideas from under 

Boxing day prices 
have arrived! 


Live Well. 


Visit GNC.ca for the location nearest you 

Offer valid until Dec 31, 2009, while quantities last. 


Woman arrested for 
threatening U.S. first lady 


Hawaii A woman accused 
of telling the U.S. Secret 
Service she would “blow 
away” Michelle Obama was 
in federal custody yester¬ 
day as the Obama family 
planned to travel to 
Hawaii. 

Kristy Lee Roshia, 35, 
was charged with threaten¬ 
ing a family member of the 
president and assaulting a 
federal agent after being 
arrested Saturday less than 
two miles from the Kailua 
home where the Obama 
family planned to stay dur¬ 
ing a holiday visit later this 
week. 

Roshia called the Secret 
Service’s Boston office last 
month and told a recep¬ 
tionist, “I will kill Michelle 
Obama” and “I will kill 
Marines,” according to a 
Secret Service affidavit. 

During the same call, 



she said she 
would “blow 
( away” Michelle 
' Obama, the 
1 document 
Jjj states. 

Roshia has a 
Obama history of leav¬ 
ing rambling 
messages and sending po¬ 
ems, love letters and pho¬ 
tographs of herself to the 
Secret Service, according 
to the affidavit. 

The affidavit said Roshia 
acknowledged to Secret 
Service agents before her 
arrest that she had threat¬ 
ened Michelle Obama. 

It also says Roshia said 
she knew where Obama 
would be staying in 
Hawaii, and the reason she 
had travelled to Hawaii in 
September was “to protect 
Obama.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


BRITAIN Hundreds of people 
have celebrated the winter 
solstice at Stonehenge, brav¬ 
ing snowy travel conditions 
and a morning fog. About 700 


people — including pagans 
and druids — saw the sun rise 
at the ancient rocks near Salis¬ 
bury, England. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

































WHAT SETS 
OUR NETWORK 
APART? 


How do you define reliability? 9 out of 10 Canadians agree it's about proving oneself over time* 

Rogers rolled out Canada's first GSM network in 2001, and we've continued to fine-tune and 
perfect it ever since. Today, independent researchers routinely test-drive our network for voice 
and data performance, confirming our reputation as Canada's reliable network. 

So it's no wonder over 8 million customers count on us for their wireless needs. 


CANADA'S RELIABLE NETWORK. 


Visit rogers.com/reliable for details. 

*According to an independent consumer survey conducted in November 2009. 


O ROGERS 


"Rogers & Mobius Design are trademarks of or used under license from or with permission of Rogers Communications Inc. or an affiliate. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Rogers Wireless. 
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BOXING DAY 

PRICES ON NOW 

New gift ideas. Every day. All holiday season long. 
Dec. 23 Open 8 a.m. Dec. 24 Open 7 a.m. 




Plus, until Jan. 1 

25 % off 

All reg.-priced Lands' End fashions & accessories 


Where available. 

Offer ends Fri., Jan. 1,2010 (where open) 


Visit us again on Boxing Day 
when the deals are different 
but the savings continue! 


Plus, 

Today only! 

Wed., Dec. 23 

35 % off 


*AII reg.-priced national brand watches 

Choose from Casio®, Timex®, Caravelle® by Bulova, 
Seiko® brands & more 


*These savings offers exclude items with prices ending in .97 & .88, gold wedding bands and currently advertised items. 

NE124G509 © 2009. Sears Canada Inc. A 
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«Qia ir I Record arms sales 

A government official says Russia will set 
a post-Soviet record in arms sales this year, the associated press 



Polish investigators surround one of the suspects in last week’s 
theft of the sign from the former Nazi death camp Auschwitz. 


Foreign link 
cited in Nazi 
sign theft 


A foreigner outside of 
Poland commissioned the 
brazen theft of the 
infamous Auschwitz sign, 
officials said, and 
detectives must expand 
their investigation beyond 
the country’s borders. 

In an effort to learn 
more about the escapade, 
the investigators held a re¬ 
enactment of the theft by 
the three men who con¬ 
fessed to taking the sign 
from the former Nazi 
death camp at Auschwitz. 

The sign, which hung 
over the entrance to the 
camp, reads “arbeit macht 
frei,” which means “work 
sets you free” in German. 

Based on the evidence 
gathered since the theft 
Friday, it appears the 
crime was commissioned 
by a “person living outside 
Poland,” and police are 
seeking help from Interpol 
and others as they investi¬ 
gate, said Artur Wrona, 
Krakow’s chief prosecutor. 

Polish media have re¬ 
ported, without citing any 
sources, that someone in 
Sweden could be under 
suspicion, but Wrona re¬ 
fused to confirm or deny 
the claims. 

In Stockholm, a Swedish 
police official said the 
force had not been con¬ 
tacted about any links. 


Despite the spectre of an 
international link to the 
crime, Wrona said the in¬ 
vestigation had so far ex¬ 
posed “glaring negligence” 
in the security system at 
the Auschwitz museum, 
which let the burglars act 
“undisturbed.” 

He said they drove to the 
then-closed museum in a 
sports car after dark Thurs¬ 
day but found they needed 
tools to get the sign down. 
They went to a shop and 
bought tools, including a 
wrench, he said. 

When the burglars re¬ 
turned, it was just after 
midnight and there were 
no guards about as they 
unbolted one side of the 
sign and ripped the other 
off the opposite gate post, 
officials said. 

Police said the sign was 
cut into three pieces with a 
saw so it could fit in the 
getaway car. 

Working from tips, po¬ 
lice found the damaged 
pieces of the sign Sunday 
— hidden under snow in 
the woods — and arrested 
five suspects in northern 
Poland. 

Prosecutors said three of 
the five men have con¬ 
fessed to the crime. All five 
face up to 10 years in 
prison if convicted. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Chunnel train service restored 


stranded Eurostar scram¬ 
bled to get tens of thou¬ 
sands of passengers home 
for the holidays as it re¬ 
sumed service of high¬ 
speed trains under the 
English Channel yesterday, 
four days after a service 
shutdown caused by snow. 

The first train pulled out 
of Paris’s Gare du Nord in 
the morning, carrying 750 
passengers, many of whom 


had been stranded since the 
rail link between Britain, 
France and Belgium was 
suspended Saturday. Hun¬ 
dreds of others waited in a 
line stretching across the 
cavernous train station. 

The shutdown, affecting 
40,000 people, was blamed 
on unusually diy, powdeiy 
snow that got into the 
train engines. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Giuliani rules out running for office 

Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani says he's not running for governor 
or for U.S. Senate. He said yesterday he plans to focus on law and consulting, the associated press 
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Malaysia They've got the white stuff 



Malaysian children are seen wearing Santa Claus outfits and playing in fake snow yesterday in 
Shah Alam, outside Kuala Lumpur, where the temperature was expected to reach 31C today. 


Serbia seeks entry 
to European Union 

Must continue to hunt for war fugitives 


Serbia’s president handed 
over his country’s applica¬ 
tion to join the European 
Union yesterday, vowing 
his country would contin¬ 
ue to hunt and capture 
war criminals wanted by 
an international tribunal. 

Serbia’s request to be¬ 
come a member of the 27- 
nation bloc hinges on its co¬ 
operation with the UN war 
crimes tribunal for the for¬ 
mer Yugoslavia. Several EU 
countries have said Serbia 
must first arrest fugitives 
from the Balkan wars, in¬ 
cluding former Bosnian 
Serb general Radlco Mladic. 

“We are doing every¬ 
thing that is possible to ar¬ 
rest them,” President Boris 
Tadic told reporters in 
Stockholm. “If they are on 
Serbian soil, they will be 
captured.” 

Tadic submitted Serbia’s 


“If they are on 
Serbian soil, they 
will be captured.” 

President Boris Tadic 
on Balkan war criminals 

formal application for 
membership to EU expan¬ 
sion commissioner Olli 
Rehn and Swedish Prime 
Minister Fredrilc Reinfeldt. 
Sweden holds the EU’s ro¬ 
tating presidency. Tadic 
said it was “a historic day” 
for his countiy. 

Serbia has been encour¬ 
aged by recent EU deci¬ 
sions that will unblock a 
pre-entry agreement and 
abolish a visa regime for 
Serbian citizens. 

Tadic said his countiy is 
both ready and deter¬ 
mined to honour the com¬ 
mitments and values of 


the EU. However, he noted 
there are “challenges” in 
the relationship with the 
EU, including differing 
views on the independ¬ 
ence of Kosovo, a former 
Serbian province. 

“We are going to solve 
those challenges, but it 
doesn’t mean that we are 
going to recognize Koso¬ 
vo’s independence,” Tadic 
said. “We are going to con¬ 
tinue our efforts in defend¬ 
ing our territorial integrity 
and sovereignty by using 
only diplomatic and legal 
instruments.” 

Reinfeldt said the appli¬ 
cation in itself “marks a 
new beginning for Serbia,” 
noting its widespread pop¬ 
ular support. He reminded 
Tadic, however, that the 
road to membership is 
long and demanding. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Deal struck for restoration of 
Jewish cemeteries in Austria 


reparations Austria’s gov¬ 
ernment said yesterday it 
would pay 20 million euros 
($30 million) for the restora¬ 
tion of the country’s Jewish 
cemeteries, many of them 
in a sad state more than six 
decades after the end of the 
brutal Nazi era. 

The announcement, fol¬ 
lowing a high-level meeting 
in the chancelleiy — brings 
to a close years of acrimony 
over who should fund the 
much-needed endeavour. 

“It was a matter of Austri¬ 
an responsibility, of respect 


for history, for fellow Jew¬ 
ish citizens and for the cul¬ 
tural heritage of this coun¬ 
try,” said Chancellor Wern¬ 
er Faymann. 

Under the deal, the Jew¬ 
ish community will supple¬ 
ment the funds with an ad¬ 
ditional 20 million euros 
raised from donations and 
agreements with individual 
communities and districts. 

In a statement, the Jewish 
Community Vienna called 
the agreement a “belated 
Hanuklcah gift.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Cuban cardinal 
delivers holiday 
message on TV 

religion Cuba’s Roman 
Catholic cardinal, Jaime Or¬ 
tega, will read a Christmas 
message on state television 
for the second straight year, 
another small sign the once 
officially atheist communist 
state is warming to religion. 
During the broadcast today, 
Ortega will give thanks that 
more families can welcome 
relatives visiting from the 
U.S. this holiday after the 
American government loos¬ 
ened travel restrictions. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Bell Home Phone Choice 


Global 


Home Phone Lines 


com 


Rogers 

Iogers Extra Value Pl/ 

$41 31 

I | /month 


ALL FEATURES 


BONUS: 

6 Months FREE!! 


VoiceMail 
Call Display 
Call Waiting 
Call Return 
Three Way Calling 
Call Forwarding 


VoiceMail 
Call Display 
Call Waiting 
Call Return 
Three Way Calling 
Call Forwarding 


Includes 

UNLIMITED 

Calling to 
Canada & U.S.A. 


Includes 

1000 Minutes to 
Canada & U.S.A. 


Enhanced Unlimited Canada One-Rate 


$14 


.95 




I /MONTH 

UNLIMITED 

Local 

Calling 


UNLIMITED 


Calling to 


Canada 


All Features 


FREE 


All Features 
FREE 


$ 292-5 

UNLIMITED 

Calling to 
Canada & U.S.A. 


All Features 

FREE 


s 39 

I IMI IMITFn 

Calling to 
25Countries! 


.95 


All Features 

FREE 


BOXING DAYS 

Limited Time Offer 

6 Months 

FREE! 

Satisfaction Keep Your Existing 
Guaranteed! Phone Number! 


B0XING DAYS 

Comwave Starts Boxing Day Early and 
Knocks Out the Competition!!! 


\»* comwave 


780 - 665-1805 

www.comwave.ca 


While Comwave strives for accuracy in our advertising, Comwave reserves the right to correct any error in pricing or information at any time. HOME PHONE LINES: VoIP 911 
has certain limitations versus traditional 91 IThe Giobai The Rates of $41.31/month and $68.79/month are as advertised on httpV/www.homephonechallenge. 
ca on Oct. 5 2009. Home Phone plan is limited to 3000 minutes per month. Excess minutes used will be billed at 3.99 cents per minute. Unlimited Canada plan does not incluoe 

CALLS TO THE YUKON, NUNAVUT OR N.W.T. One RaTE PUN DOES NOT INCLUOE CALLS TO THE YUKON, NUNAVUT, N.W.T, HAWAII OR ALASKA. THE RATES ARE BASED ON A 3 YEAR TERM. SATISFACTION 

Guaranteed within 90 days. If you are not 100% satisfied, you may cancel your home phone service no questions asked. Rate guarantee is based on competitors lowest advertised 

RATE FOR LIKE SERVICES. THE 6 MONTHS FREE PROMOTION DOES NOT APPLY TO THE GLOBAL HOME PHONE PlAN.LlMITED TO 3000 MINUTES PER MONTH. TllE RATES ARE BASED ON A 3 YEAR TERM. 6 

Months Free - You get 3 monihs ewe immeoiaiely upon activation of ihe service. Get an additional 3 monihs free if you transfer your existing Home Phone Line to Comwave wiihin 

THE FIRST 3 MONTHS. TERMS ANO CONDITIONS APPLY, SEE WWW.COMWAVE.NCT EOR DETAILS 
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you’ve got to feel 
soriy for Jim Fla¬ 
herty, who’s in 
charge of the Min¬ 
istry of Magic 
these days. 

Oops, sorry. That’s the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry. Although 
Flaherty probably wonders 
if Harry Potter would be 
better suited to the job. 

Take the “recovery,” for 
instance. 

If that’s not magic, I don’t 
know what is. Nothing has 
really happened since 2008, 
when we woke up with the 
mother of all hangovers, 
induced by a decade-long 
orgy of spending money we 
haven’t got. 

All at once, half the value 
we assumed was in our 
homes and businesses sim¬ 
ply disappeared. We scur¬ 
ried under our beds and re- 


Word on the street: What’s your favourite holiday tradition? 


Jim and the magic ministry 


Flaherty stuck with maintaining financial recovery illusion 


Alison 

Schillington 

Edmonton 

A: My favourite hol¬ 
iday traditions are 
skating on Christ¬ 
mas morning and 
drinking hot choco¬ 
late with my family 
on Christmas Eve. 


Christina 

Dennehy 

Edmonton 

A: My favourite hol¬ 
iday tradition is 
probably spending 
time with my family 
and going skating 
and doing fun 
things outside. 


the first place. So if interest 
rates go up — and up they 
must go if we don’t want 
runaway inflation (bad 
magic) — people who de¬ 
pend on cheap money will 
go down and the “recoveiy” 
will be over. Flaherty says 
he will make it tougher to 
walk into a mortgage: Re¬ 
quiring an actual cash 
down payment or limiting 
the term of the mortgage. 
What? No more 30-year 
mortgages at two per cent? 

Predictably, some magi¬ 
cians wony Flaherty will 
put a damper on the econo¬ 
my, which, it appears, is fu¬ 
elled 100 per cent by pixie 
dust. So, as you sit by the 
warmth of the fire this holi¬ 
day season, bolstering your 
confidence with a bowl of 
punch, you might spare a 
moment of sympathy for 
Tiny Jim. 

And it’s a good time to 
count our blessings while 
we still can — we’re OK — 
at least until the visit of 
Christmas Yet to Come. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverletters@ metronews.ca. 


Brandon Ashley 
Schroder Young 

Edmonton Edmonton 


David 

Sadai 

Toronto 

A: My girlfriend’s 
parents still put 
“from Santa Claus" 
on the gifts ... and 
they’re already un¬ 
der the tree. 


fused to come out. Until 
now — even though noth¬ 
ing has changed. Nonethe¬ 
less, magicians, er, econo¬ 
mists now declare the re¬ 
cession over, thanks to Joe 
Consumer, back spending 
money he hasn’t got. 

I’m not making this up. 
Less than a year after the 
world’s leaders pumped all 
their spare cash into the 
banks to keep the economy 
afloat, we’re watching TV 
commercials featuring 
Daddy buying Sugar a 
brand-new Lexus for 
Christmas, while the En- 
vys look on. 

And Flaherty is stuck 
with maintaining the illu¬ 
sion. He has to be careful. 
If he’s too much like Dad 
ranting about credit 
card bills, he’ll dam¬ 
age “consumer confi¬ 
dence” and we’ll all 
crawl back under 
the bed, ending the 
“recoveiy.” 

The trance is 
not entire. The 
consumer confi¬ 
dence index is up 


3.7 in December — we’re 
confident in our short-term 
finances and employment 
status, but we’re still cau¬ 
tious about the future. Still, 
we’re 26.2 per cent more 
confident (deluded?) than 
we were at this time last 
year. 

Ever the responsible ma¬ 
gician, Flaherty is trying to 
manage the spell. The 
house of cards — a.lc.a. 
the economy — 
collapsed be¬ 
cause people 
defaulted on 
home mort- 
;ages they 
couldn’t af¬ 
ford in 


A: Lake cabin with 
my family, snow- 
m obi ling and 

turkey! 


A: My favourite tra¬ 
dition would be 
Christmas baking 
before Christmas 
and then on Christ¬ 
mas Day, the whole 
process of gift 
opening and stock- 


Ian 

Mauer 

Vancouver 

A: Stuffing stock¬ 
ings and hanging 
them up above the 
fire. It’s great to do 
that every year. I re¬ 
member when I 
was a kid, me and 
my brothers would 
look forward to it. 
We had the same 
stockings for years. 


Jim Flaherty 


Comment 



Online chatter 


Asked on Twitter: What’s 
your favourite holiday tra¬ 
dition? 

EDMONTON 



Follow Metro on 
Twitter for news 
updates and more: 
Q metro edmonton 


(aiukesheds being passive 
aggressive toward rela¬ 
tives? 

@M4TTW4RD ski-doing and 
skating with my entire 
family at long island 
lake on boxing day. 

:D 

TORONTO 
(abodsworth 

Unwrapping new 
pajamas every 
Christmas Eve, so 
come Christmas 
morning we look fresh 
and clean for gift giving 
pics! 

HALIFAX 

@raine_angel my family 
has a special advent tree 
decorated with special or¬ 
naments and a chain link. 
Every day we remove one 
link! 

CALGARY 

@jess4002 we love listening 



and singing along to Christ¬ 
mas music all throughout 
december! even the terri¬ 
ble Christmas songs. 

VANCOUVER 

(akirksettle definitely the 
enormous family get-to¬ 
gethers that are al¬ 
most unreason¬ 
ably big, like 
three turkeys 
for 40 people 
every x-mas. 
Qchatkiller 
hmm... It would have to be 
putting up the Christmas 
tree with my folks, along 
with putting up lights and 
ornaments. 

@gayvancouver Our fave 
holiday tradition is our an¬ 
nual Santa photo. Two 
grown men on Santa’s 
knee certainly livens 
things up in the mall! 


We Know What You’re Thinking 


The number of Canadians 
who have a plan on how 
to get home safely when going 
out to an activity where they 
might be drinking alcohol. 
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Tell us your views by email to edmontonlettersfK)metronews.ca or comment on metronews.ca or on Twitter fft)metroedmonton 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 
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MORE GO. 
LESS DOUGH. 



FOR 


2009 I=»Or\JTI/A.C= 

Coupe or Sedan 

INCLUDES • 155 HP 2.2L ECOTEC VVTEngine • AirCnnditioning 

• Power Windows, Door Locks and Mirrors • 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seatbacks • Driver and 
Front-passenger Frontal Air Bags • Head Curtain Side-impact Air Bags • Auxiliary Audio Input Jack 

• Remote Keyless Entry System • 16-in. Wheels • 4-wheel ABS 


72 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


51,000 

HOLIDAY BONUS 


MONTHS 1 




HWY: 5.8L/100 km (49 mpg) 
CITY: 8.4L/100 km (34 mpg) 


D 


0 60 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


$ 1,000 


MONTHS 1 


2009 PONTIAC G3 WAVE S 

INCLUDES • 106 HP 1.6L 4-cyl. DOHC Engine • Air Conditioning • Power Windows and Door Locks 

• Power Sunroof* Remote Keyless Entry System • Cruise Control • OnStar® with 1-year of the Safe & 
Sound Plan*** Auxiliary Audio Input Jack 


I 


HOLIDAY BONUS 



HWY: 5.7L/100 km (50 mpg) 
CITY: 7.9L/100 km (36 mpg)' 


9 


★★★★★ 

FIVE-STAR 
SAFETY RATING 



0 36 

FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


$ 1,000 


MONTHS+ 


2009 PONTIAC 

INCLUDES • 132 HP 1.8L 4-cyl. VVTi Engine • Auxiliary Audio Input Jack • Standard CD player with AM/ 
FM, Clock and Equalizer • 60/40 Split-Folding Rear Seatbacks • Driver and Front-passenger Frontal Air 
Bags • Head Curtain Side-impact Air Bags • 4-wheel Disc Brakes with ABS and Brake Assist • OnStar® 
with 1-year of the Safe & Sound Plan v 


HOLIDAY BONUS 



HWY: 6.2L/100 km (46 mpg) 
CITY: 7.8L/100 km (36 mpg) 


D 


HOLM 



ALBERTAPONTIAC.COM 


PONTIAC 


BUICK 


BMC 




1 

\\m 



THE BEST COVERAGE IN CANADA 

5 YF ARQ • POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 
• ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

lbU,UUU KM • COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 

Canada ♦ WHICHEVER comes FIRST, EXCLUDES MEDIUM-DUTV truck, see dealer for limited warranty DETAILS* 


i GM pays the first 

STUDENT] ? monthly 

WHUS C *J ^ payments 




^Star* 
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Bank of Nova Scotia sets up in Dubai 

The Bank of Nova Scotia said yesterday it has been approved to set up independent operations in 
Dubai's financial district, making it the first Canadian bank to do so. metro news services 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA^)METRONEWS.CA 



Auto industry poised to turn 


Business in brief 


EMPLOYMENT Statistics Cana¬ 
da says the number of people 
receiving regular Employment 
Insurance benefits in October 
edged down 0.5 per cent to 
809,600. That was still 61.8 per 
cent, or 309,300 more than 
drew benefits in October 2008. 
Over the year, the number of 
people drawing benefits rose 
in every province and territory. 
The largest increases were in 
Ontario, with 122,200 more re¬ 


cipients and Alberta, up 

56,400. THE CANADIAN PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 

m 

l- ScanLife 

A sales boom has shot China past the 
U.S. as the world’s largest auto 
market, with plenty of potential cus¬ 
tomers still car-less. Scan this barcode 
for the full story. 


economy The beleaguered 
auto industry is poised for 
a slow but steady turn¬ 
around in 2010 that will 
usher in an era of prof¬ 
itability and job growth af¬ 
ter years of declines, ac¬ 
cording to a new industry 
forecast. 

The Conference Board of 
Canada said the auto sec¬ 
tor isn’t necessarily out of 
trouble but there are en¬ 


couraging signs that prof¬ 
its will return in 2010 and 
strengthen each year 
through to at least 2014. 

“The Canadian auto in¬ 
dustry appears to have 
turned a corner in the sec¬ 
ond half of 2009 and is ex¬ 
pected to return to prof¬ 
itability in 2010,” econo¬ 
mist Sabrina Browarslci 
wrote in the report. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Ch-ch-ch-chat all winter. 
Amazing phones now under $ 100. 





Palm® Pre” smartphone 


‘99 


Samsung Galaxy” 
smartphone with Google 


95 


•99 


95 


‘29 


95 




BlackBerry® Curve” 
8330 smartphone 



$ n— $ n— $ pu-» - 

l I data plan on a 3-ur. term 3 I I ($269.95 no term) 1 I ($249.95 no term) 

($549.95 no term) V-/ V-/ 

BONUS: For a limited time, enjoy $50 off accessories when you purchase any phone from Bell 4 


Bell 


savings 
just got 
better 


Calgary 

1221 Canyon 
Meadows Dr. SE 
403 262-3340 
Edmonton 
Capilano Mall 
780 469-3880 


Calgary 

4307 130 Avenue SE 
403 726-9977 

Edmonton 

Northgate Centre 
780 478-9815 


Calgary 

4801 Westwinds Dr. 
403 568-1108 


Edmonton 

10603 107 Avenue 
780 497-8887 


Edmonton 

17551100 Ave. 
780 498-0069 


Edmonton 

Abbottsfield 
Shoppers Mall 
780 477-7795 



NYSE Walking on the Dark Side 


Star Wars icon Darth Vader is escorted by storm troopers while 
touring the floor of the New York Stock Exchange yesterday in 
New York. To celebrate the lasting appeal of the Star Wars 
saga, Lucasfilm Ltd. executives and the Star Wars characters vis¬ 
ited the exchange and rang the opening bell. 


Microsoft Word 
judgment upheld 


A U.S. federal appeals 
court has upheld a $290- 
million US judgment 
against Microsoft Corp. in 
a patent case launched by 
Canada-based 1*41* Inc. 

The ruling also includes 
an injunction, set to go in¬ 
to effect Jan. 

11, that would 

prevent the (The decision is) 


sale of at least an important step 
some versions in prot ecting the 

of Microsoft s r . T r 

popular Word property rights of 
word process- small inventors.” 

in fhe SOft Xt Michel Vulpe, i 4 i 

sion was on 
an appeal Mi¬ 
crosoft launched against a 
verdict returned by a Texas 
jury in favour of i4i. 

The jury found recent 
versions of Microsoft Word 
infringed on a software 
patent. 

Michel Vulpe, founder 
and co-inventor of 141, said 
in a statement that the 
company is pleased with 
the decision, calling it “an 
important step in protect¬ 
ing the property rights of 
small inventors.” 

i4i chairman Loudon 


Owen called the decision a 
“vindication for i4i and a 
war cry for talented inven¬ 
tors whose patents are in¬ 
fringed.” 

“The same guts and in¬ 
tegrity that are needed to 
invent and go against the 

_herd, are at 

the heart of 
success in 
patent liti¬ 
gation 

against a 
behemoth 
like Mi¬ 
crosoft,” 
Owen said in 
a statement. 
Kevin Kutz, 


Microsoft’s director of pub¬ 
lic affairs, said the soft¬ 
ware company is “moving 
quickly to comply with the 
injunction.” 

Kutz said the injunction 
“applies only to copies of 
Microsoft Word 2007 and 
Microsoft Office 2007 sold 
in the U.S. on or after the 
injunction date of Jan. 11, 
2010 .” 

“Copies of these prod¬ 
ucts sold before this date 
are not affected,” he added. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 















































metronews.ca 


metro 


Wednesday, December 23, 2009 


Yankees add another arm 

Pitcher Javy Vazquez has been traded back to the New York Yankees by Atlanta in a swap that sent Melky Cabrera to the Braves yesterday. New York also gets left-hander Boone 
Logan as part of the deal, and the Braves obtained pitching prospects Mike Dunn, a lefty, and right-hander Arodys Vizcaino, and about $500,000 US. the associated press 
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Marquis ready to lead 

Jason Marquis says he’s ready to fill the role of veteran leader for a 
young Washington Nationals pitching staff. The free-agent right-hander 
signed a $i5-million US, two-year contract yesterday. He joins a staff 
whose rotation at times last season consisted of second-year player 
John Lannan and four rookies. the associated press 


EDITOR: DON.MCHOULL/® METRO NEWS.CA 


Oilers* future on display 

Team has a few promising talents on world junior rosters 



Oilers prospect Jordan Eberle will be playing for Canada at the World Junior Championship. At last 
year’s world juniors, the diminutive centre was an offensive force. 


TheHockeyNgws 


Ryan 

Kennedy 

P 

thehockeynews 

;.com 


O h, it’s the most 
wonderful time 
of the year — 
the World Jun¬ 
ior Champi¬ 
onship is upon us! And the 
top story at the tourney will 
naturally be Canada’s effort 
for a sixth straight gold 
medal, but for Oilers fans, 
there are players on a 
whole slew of teams to 
watch out for. 

On Team Canada, the 
golden boy is Jordan Eberle, 
drafted 22nd overall by Ed¬ 
monton in 2008. Eberle had 
a great training camp with 
the Copper and Blue and 
has a legitimate shot at the 
NHL roster next season. At 
last year’s world juniors, 
the diminutive centre was 
an offensive force, using his 
speed and shot to do dam¬ 
age. As one of the returning 
players for Canada, Eberle 
will once again be looked 
upon for goals. 

If Eberle is a future Ed¬ 
monton sniper, Sweden’s 
Magnus Paajarvi-Svensson 
is the future playmaker. 
Paajarvi-Svensson was good 
at the tournament last year, 
but with another year in 
the Swedish Elite League 
under his belt, I really ex¬ 
pect him to fly in 
Saskatchewan. At six-foot- 
one, 201 pounds, MPS has 
both size and elite skill and 
though he will need time to 


adjust to the North Ameri¬ 
can game once he comes 
over here, this kid has top 
talent. 

Also on Sweden but pro¬ 
viding a different skill set is 
Anton Lander. Known for 
his leadership and solid 
two-way game. Lander was 
picked later in the same 
2009 draft as Paajarvi-Svens¬ 
son but has the opportunity 
to put just as much of a 
stamp on Edmonton as his 
teammate from Timra. 

But the player I’m most 
excited to see in 
Saskatchewan is Finland’s 


Toni Rajala. A wunderkind 
since he was a young teen, 
Rajala was once touted as 
the Finnish Sidney Crosby. 
At five-foot-10, 163 pounds, 
he may not wear that tag 
anymore, but keep in mind 
Phil Kessel was once called 
the American Sidney Cros¬ 
by and he turned out all 
right. 

The key for Rajala is that 
he has been honing his 
North American game with 
the Western League’s Bran¬ 
don Wheat Kings this sea¬ 
son, where he has been 
quite successful. Rajala has 


33 points through 31 games 
and is learning how to fight 
through physical play and 
work his offensive magic on 
the smaller ice surfaces. 
He’ll face off at the tourney 
against Wheat Kings team¬ 
mate Brayden Schenn, who 
will star for Canada. 

So no matter who comes 
out on top this year, the fu¬ 
ture for the Oilers looks 
bright. 

3be Hockey News 

©thn.com 


Sports in brief 


STADIUM The CFL’s B.C. Lions 
will play in a 27,500-seat tem¬ 
porary stadium located on the 
site of the old Empire Stadium 
during the 2010 season. The 
Vancouver Whitecaps will also 
play at the temporary facility. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


m.metr^ews.ca 



Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 
Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top ofpg 3 



Hundreds mourn Bengali Henry at funeral 


Chris Henry’s fiancee wept 
as she spoke about the late 
Cincinnati Bengals receiv¬ 
er yesterday, saying that 
while she often got credit 
for steering him clear of a 
trouble, he changed her 
fife as well. 

Henry, 26, was killed af¬ 
ter he fell out of the bed of 
pickup truck driven by his 
fiancee, Loleini Tonga, dur¬ 
ing what police called a do¬ 
mestic dispute. Police are 
investigating, but no 
charges have been filed. 

Tonga, wearing large 
sunglasses, paused to gath¬ 
er herself repeatedly as she 


NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell hugs Chad Ochocinco. 

spoke to hundreds of 
mourners at his funeral — 
including Henry’s team¬ 
mates — who filled the 


grandstands of a suburban 
New Orleans events centre. 
Tonga professed eternal 
love for Henry and prom¬ 
ised to raise their children 
the way he would want. 

“Can’t nobody know the 
way I’m feeling right now. 
No one can explain the re¬ 
lationship that me and 
Chris had. In six years of 
knowing each other — 
through hard times, good 
times — we loved each 
other very much,” she said. 
“People say I helped 
change his life. No. He 
changed mine.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Visually impaired paralympian Brian McKeever crosses the finish 
line yesterday to win the 50-kilometre event at the able-bodied 
Haywood NorAm and Olympic Trials in Canmore. 

Visually impaired skier aims 
to compete in Olympics 


Visually impaired cross¬ 
country skier Brian McK¬ 
eever is a step closer to be¬ 
coming the first winter ath¬ 
lete to compete in both the 
Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. 

The 30-year-old from Can- 
more won an able-bodied 
50-kilometre NorAm race 
yesterday, a result he need¬ 
ed to be eligible for the 
Olympic team. 

But the number of spots 
on Canada’s Olympic roster 
hasn’t been confirmed and 
it will be up to Cross Coun¬ 


try Canada to decide if McK¬ 
eever will race the 50K in 
Whistler in February. 

“It’s the best race I could 
lay down today and whatev¬ 
er happens, happens,” McK¬ 
eever said. “That’s all you 
can ask, to have the best 
race on the day when it 
matters.” 

He won in two hours 21 
minutes 8.5 seconds. Brent 
McMurtry of Calgary was 
second in 2:22:20.9 and 
Kevin Sandau of Calgary 
was third in 2:22:40.4. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


lUiFTPn HOCKEY POOL 


STANDINGS 


NAME 

LOCATION 

GP 

G 

A 

PTS 

1. Joanne Doiron 

NB, CA 

415 

173 

256 

429 

2. Christian Gagnon 

NB, CA 

417 

175 

248 

423 

3. Kyle Turk 

NS, CA 

421 

194 

225 

419 

4. Cole Warren 

NS, CA 

422 

151 

267 

418 

4. Steve Ferguson 

ON, CA 

421 

174 

244 

418 

6 . Jonathon Gremsperger 

BC, CA 

418 

180 

233 

413 

6 . Kelly Wrishko 

AB, CA 

417 

171 

242 

413 

6 . Paula Almeida-Stille 


421 

173 

240 

413 

6 . Stephen Stille 

ON, CA 

421 

173 

240 

413 

10. Rick Kit 

ON, CA 

417 

179 

232 

411 

ll. Shawn Tschritter 

AB, CA 

417 

171 

239 

410 

12. Jean-Paul Osborne 

QC, CA 

413 

169 

238 

407 

13. Brian B 

AB, CA 

417 

173 

233 

406 

13. Claude Brunelle 

BC, CA 

424 

167 

239 

406 

13. Sarah Jackson 

ON, CA 

409 

162 

244 

406 

* Results exclude Quebec 

markerzane. cam 
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WHY YOUR 
WORLD 
IS ABOUT 
TO GET A 
WHOLE LOT 
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Even more business books for the holidays 

For those who work in the financial sector Jeff Rubin is legendary. As CIBC World Markets' chief economist for over 20 years, Rubin's predictions 
were often unimaginable, yet on the mark. Check out his latest Why Your World is About to get a Whole lot Smaller, craig lund/for metro Canada 


Workology 


{ 






More biz book pics 

Malcolm Gladwell has become one of Canada’s 
most prolific and successful non fiction authors 
with his best selling books, Tipping Point, Blink, 
Outliers and ultimately his latest addition — What 
the Dog Saw. A perfect gift for the jetsetter or 
commuter. craig lund/for metro Canada 


EDITOR: DOUGLAS.DUNLOP^)METRONEWS.CA 


BookReview 


Biz book pics 
for the holidays 




The Age of Persuasion 

How Marketing^J§Qur Culture 
Terry O’Reilly & Mike Tennant 

Age of Persuasion 

How Marketing Ate 
Our Culture 

Author: Terry O'Reilly & Mike 
Tennant 

Publisher: Knopf Canada 
Price: $32 

If this book is anything 
like Terry O’Reilly’s radio 
show, it will be a sure 
crowd pleas er. 


Six Pixels of 

Separation 

Author: Mitch Joel 
Publisher: Grand Central 
Price: $32.99 

Mitch 
Joel is 
marketer 
cum au¬ 
thor. As 
the presi¬ 
dent of a 
success¬ 
ful inter¬ 
active 
marketing firm, 

Joel’s book argues 
that with tools like 
Faceboolc the world is 
even smaller. 




SIX PIXELS OF SEPARATION 


MITCH JOEL 


Switch 

Author: Dan and Chip Heath 
Publisher: Random House 
Price: $32 

In this book, the 
Heath’s examine the con¬ 
cept of changing strategy 
when one is already 
successful. 


Craig Lund, a director with the staffing firm 
Marketers on Demand, can be reached at 
craig.lund@marketersondemand.com 


Cleaner Wanted 

*13.98 per hour 

Fax resume to 

780.483.8184 

17640-96 Ave 
Edmonton, AB 


In Canada, even firings 
and layoffs are polite 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 




In the new movie Up In The 
Air, George Clooney plays a 
flying executioner 
patrolling the skies above 
America’s unravelling econ¬ 
omy, touching down only 
to drop the ax on the luck¬ 
less casualties of the crisis. 

Gary Agnew is Canada’s 
answer to Clooney’s Ameri¬ 
can horseman of the eco¬ 
nomic apocalypse, but the 
veteran of the downsizing 
industiy says such brutish¬ 
ness would never fly in 
Canada. Where U.S. firms 
may hire hitmen like 
Clooney to pull the trigger, 
Canadian bosses find the 
courage to do it themselves 
— with help. 

“The movie has got a U.S. 
slant to it and is an exagger¬ 
ated portrait,” says Agnew, 
a partner at the Calgaiy- 
based human-resources 
company Cenera. “We don’t 
go in and fire people. We 
train managers in how to 
do it humanely.” 

After the layoffs, Cenera 
helps former staff regroup. 
“I’ve been doing this for 30 
years. Let me tell you: 95 
per cent of the people I 



Laying someone off is never easy, but there are people and companies out 
there that make it easier. 


have worked with have 
gone to positions that are 
far better than the positions 
they were in,” Agnew says. 

That’s what gives him his 
cheery disposition: He loves 
helping people turn a ca¬ 
reer crisis into a career-ad¬ 
vancing pivot. But it’s not 
easy. “I think most of my 
colleagues carry a fairly 
heavy bag full of emotions 
because we feel the pain 
people have been through,” 
he admits. 


Genevieve Belben heads 
up DBM’s Atlantic Region 
and has overseen countless 
downsizing operations. Lo¬ 
cal branches of the global 
career management compa¬ 
ny handle small-scale lay¬ 
offs, but Belben flies in 
when an East Coast compa¬ 
ny is closing, meaning she 
doesn’t quite share the itin¬ 
erant life of Clooney’s char¬ 
acter. 

Like Agnew, she rarely 
participates in the actual 


termina¬ 
tions. 

“We’re the future focus. We 
don’t want to be tied to the 
bad news,” she says from 
her Halifax office. “We’re 
retained by a corporation ... 
but we work for the em¬ 
ployee.” 

But no matter how many 
times she’s been through it, 
D-day is always a bad day. 
But still, “change is not a 
bad thing — change spells 
opportunity,” she says. 


Shop, and hire, until you drop 


MAT LECOMPTE 

for Metro Canada 




busy, busy, busy The holi¬ 
days are right around the 
corner, and along with the 
reunions, good times and 
parties, it means one more 
thing; something that can 
be best summed-up in the 
first five words of a classic 
1973 O’Jays tune: For the 
love of Money. 

Last year a Scotiabank 
survey estimated that Cana¬ 
dians would spend an aver¬ 
age of $790 on various holi¬ 
day expenses. 

A lot of that cash will be 
spent in big-box retailers 
like Future Shop and Best 
Buy — who are/will be 
making a combined total of 
8,000 hires for the holiday 
season, stretching from 
now until the new year. 
Hires will be offered the 



Big-box stores will be busy even after the Christmas rush. 


same wage as existing em¬ 
ployees and also receive full 
employee discounts for 
their term — helping to 
ease the financial burden of 
the season. 

Chris Taylor, head of hu¬ 
man resources for Future 
Shop, says the stores are 
looking to increase their in¬ 


store staff by 40-50 per cent 
for the month of December. 
Hires will vary by market 
and store, so he says inter¬ 
ested individuals should in¬ 
quire at the locations near¬ 
est to them. 

Taylor, along with 
Danielle Jang of Best Buy, is 
anticipating a successful 


season even though the 
economy has been in a 
slump. With great deals on 
a wide variety of items, 
they expect the seasonal 
hires to be quite busy 
throughout the season. 
This is especially good for 
Future Shop sales associ¬ 
ates who are able to earn 
commission. 

So what kind of discounts 
can seasonal hires expect? 
According to Taylor, it 
varies on the product. For 
example, items like laptop 
computers that are sold at a 
relatively small margin, 
will not provide the oppor¬ 
tunity for huge savings. 
Items such as television 
sets, accessories and other 
items sold at wider mar¬ 
gins, however, will offer 
staff to take advantage of 
some great savings oppor¬ 
tunities. Every little bit 
helps around this time. 



WorkplaceLaw 


Daniel 

Lublin 


Metronews.ca/workplacelaw 


Employees 
can make 
mistakes too 

column Employees are of¬ 
ten the author of their own 
misfortune. Despite my 
cautionaiy writings, they 
routinely sign contracts re¬ 
plete with unfavourable 
terms. By doing so, they 
unknowingly agree to be 
eliminated with minimum 
notice, demoted, or 
banished to far away juris¬ 
dictions, see their salary 
slashed and prevented 
from competing with their 
employer following their 
departure — all with legal 
impunity. But, here is one 
(among many) example 
where to the contrary. 

Once an employee begins 
work, it is often too late to 
have him or her sign an 
agreement, even if on the 
first day. After a series of 
interviews, the CIBC 
extended Trusty Francis an 
offer of employment. How¬ 
ever, on his first day at 
work he was presented 
with a number of forms 
and agreements that 
attempted to limit his enti¬ 
tlement to three months’ 
salary if he was fired. At tri¬ 
al, the court found that 
Francis’s employment con¬ 
tract was consummated 
when he agreed to the first 
offer of employment and, 
because nothing of new val¬ 
ue was given to him when 
he showed up at work, the 
forms and agreements he 
was told to sign were unen¬ 
forceable. Otherwise, the 
court reasoned, an employ¬ 
er could unilaterally 
impose new terms of 
employment at any time 
and an employee would be 
without leverage to negoti¬ 
ate. 

I have prevailed in court 
by raising the inference 
that a contract was signed 
without proper consent. 
Don’t be reluctant to nego¬ 
tiate terms and have any 
contract reviewed by a 
lawyer before signing your 
name. 

SEE METRONEWS.CA/WORKPLACELAW 
TO READ THE FULL ARTICLE. 


Daniel A. Lublin is an employment lawyer 
with Whitten & Lublin LLP. Reach him at 
dan@toronto-employmentlawyer.com. 
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Warning issued for child seat car carriers 

A product advisory notice has been issued in Canada for certain Dorel infant car seats, which may pose a potential safety hazard due to 
a handle that may loosen and come off when the seat is used as an infant carrier, canadiandriver.com 
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Saab sale fails 

Saab Automobile AB will be closed down, 
following an announcement by General 
Motors that its sale to Spyker Cars could 
not be completed. 

CANADIANDRIVER.COM 


EDITOR: KUMAR SAHA, KUMAR.SAHA^)METRONEWS.CA 


Nissan Leaf fun, agile ride 


MICHAEL GOETZ 

for Metro Canada 


You only have one chance 
to make a first impression. 

Show up for a job inter¬ 
view, for a coveted position 
in the poultiy industry, 
with untrimmed nose hair 
and a “Meat is Murder” t- 
shirt, and well, your goose 
will be cooked, so to speak. 

The ramifications of an 
unsatisfactory first impres¬ 
sion weren’t lost on the 
brain trust at Nissan. 

That first drive, that first 
ownership experience 
with all-electric Nissan 
Leaf, has to be completely 
satisfactory, or the chances 
of moving electric vehicles 
to the mainstream will be 
stopped in its tracks, says 
Ian Forsythe, a product 
specialist at Nissan Cana¬ 
da. 

So we have an all-electric 
vehicle that aims to look 
and drive pretty close to 
how consumers would ex¬ 
pect a five-passenger, 
front-drive family sedan to 


2010 Nissan Leaf 


Type: 5 -door hatchback 
Powertrain: 80 kilowatt AC 
electric motor, laminated 
lithium-ion battery pack (the 
equivalent of about 106 hp 
and 207 lb-ft of torque) 
Charging times: About 8 
hours on 220-volt current 
Range: 160 km per full charge 
Top Speed: Over 140 km/h 


look and drive (with one 
major exception, which 
we’ll get to shortly). 

I had a chance 


managed 

objective, 


The 2011 Nissan Leaf needs 
infrastructure to develop in 
some Canadian cities, so 
owners actually have places to 
recharge their vehicles, other 
than at their homes. 


fling in a 
Leaf 
proto¬ 
type 



Highlights 


• Zero Emissions 

• Not available until late 2011 

• Vancouver gets first Canadi¬ 
an units 


a park¬ 
ing lot in 
Vancouver. Yes, a pylon 
course. I took two laps, for 
a combined seat time of 
about one minute and 37 
seconds. Not quite like a 
lap around the famed Nur- 
burgring, but enough to 
confirm that Leaf is fun to 
drive and will not unnerve 
anybody. It handles veiy 
much like eveiy other 
front-drive sedan — agile, 
but with just the right 
amount of dialed-in under¬ 
steer to make the vehicle 
predictable and safe. 

It’s even hard to detect 
its regenerative braking 
system. Other electric vehi¬ 
cles and hybrids have more 
aggressive regenerative 
systems, which means 
they essentially “brake” 
the vehicle anytime you’re 
off the “gas,” to convert 
every little bit of kinetic 


energy to electricity. The 
Leaf coasts more like a con¬ 
ventional car. 

The prototype we drove 
had Versa bodywork over 
its Leaf electric platform. A 
full-blown Leaf was avail¬ 
able for viewing, and you 
can see that, while it is dif¬ 
ferent, it’s not scary differ¬ 
ent. It doesn’t need a front 
radiator grille or a tailpipe, 
so it has neither. The plug¬ 
in “socket” is behind a flap 
on its front hood, which is 
short and low for aerody¬ 
namic purposes. 

The one electric motor is 
fitted up front, but very 
low in the body, as are the 
batteries. Other EVs and 
hybrids use cylinder¬ 
shaped batteries, but the 
lithium-ion battery pack in 
the Leaf is formed in thin, 
laminated sheets. This 
keeps the batteries cool, 
which is so necessary for 



Above, the plug-in outlet for 
the 2011 Nissan Leaf, 
positioned short and low. 
Right, the interior of the car. 

longevity and reliability. 

But back to our parking 
lot run... The one defining 
characteristic of all electric 
vehicles is "instantaneous" 
torque. Depress the “gas” 
pedal, or whatever you 
want to call it, and the Leaf 
shoots forward like it was 
suddenly hitched to a mov¬ 
ing transport truck. And 


Nissan even dialed a bit off 
the experience, to make it 
less surprising, and more 
like something we’re used 
to... 

So maybe you want one? 
Well you can’t have one. At 
least not until the early fall 
of 2011. 

Why the wait? It’s back 
to that first impression 


thing. Nissan and other EV 
makers need infrastruc¬ 
ture to develop in some 
Canadian cities, so owners 
actually have places to 
recharge their vehicles, 
other than at their homes. 
Any other way, and EVs 
will blow their first, good 
shot at stardom and it’s 
back to dinner theatre. 
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DASH BACK JUST / V' V . 

INI TIME FOR CHRISTMAS 


2006 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

*14,888 

«111/bw 


2006 PONTIAC G6 






$ 8,888 


WE WILL SAVE YOU THOUSANDS IN INTEREST! 


The Credit 
Doctors 


Get pre-approved today. Good Credit, Bad Credit, No Credit! 

Call 780.449.5777 Toll Free 1.800.559.4972 
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GM begins loan repayments 

General Motors has begun loan repayments to the U.S., Canadian and Ontario governments, with an initial payment of 
$1.0 billion US to the U.S. Treasury, and $192 million to Export Development Canada, canadiandriver.com 


Best cars of the decade...for now 




his decade is just 
about toast. So time 
for another list — the 
top ten vehicles of the 
decade. I wish I had a de¬ 
finitive one to offer you. 

Every time I examined 
the contenders on my list, 
I would kick some out, and 
pull others in. It was, and 
is, in constant flux — like a 
four-year old on a Count 
Chocula high. 

So consider the follow¬ 
ing only my “current for 
the moment” nominations 
for vehicles with impact 
and/or panache, that were 
born between 2000 and 
2009... 

The third-generation Toy¬ 
ota Prius (2004-2009) was 
the one that cemented it as 
the hybrid poster boy. The 
two previous generations 
had little impact, but this 
one debuted an iconic pro¬ 


file, pushed hybrids into 
the public consciousness, 
and eventually proved that 
hybrids could stand up to 
long years of use (and 
abuse). 

The first-generation Nis¬ 
san Murano (2002-2007) was 
not the first crossover, but 
definitely the most attrac¬ 
tive and appealing one so 
far produced. It demon¬ 
strated a new and very suc¬ 
cessful mainstream and 
classy direction for 
crossovers — and one that 
had nothing to do with 
mud. Net result: uni¬ 
body crossovers rule, body- 
on-frame SUVs drool. 

The Bugatti Veyron 
(2005-2008) was built to 
impress: 8.0-litre,16- 

cylinder engine, 1,001 
horsepower, and a top 
speed of 407.9 km/h. It is 
beyond desirable and virtu¬ 
ally unobtainable. It also 
has a decent stereo, and 
looks pretty good in blue.. 

This decade was just an¬ 
other one when Honda 
Civic rocked the house. It 
is far and away Canada’s 
best selling car of the 
decade, and for good rea¬ 
son. 

Same thing for the Ford 


F-150 — it is easily the top 
selling truck nameplate of 
the decade, and continues 
to stay in front of a very de¬ 
termined group of com¬ 
petitors. This Ford also pio¬ 
neered the concept that 
truck interiors, particular¬ 
ly crew cabs, need not be 
stark places with rock-hard 
seats and no amenities. 

The next two cars on our 
list — the re-born Ford 


Thunderbird and Mini — 

both pushed the notion 
that “retro” styling has 
great appeal and can be 
done effectively in a mod¬ 
ern way. The Mini also 
proved that buyers are 
willing to pay a premium 
for “small,” if it’s the right 
kind of “small.” 

The 2008 Chevrolet Malibu 
lead a pack of domestic- 
built sedans that could le¬ 


gitimately take back the 
midsize market, which 
GM, Ford and Chrysler 
seemed to abdicate to the 
imports in the previous 
decades. Based on an Opel 
platform, Malibu is also a 
good example of why glob¬ 
al design and engineering 
is now the only way to go.. 

The 2004 Cadillac CTS re- 
juventated Cadillac in a 
profound way, and is one 


of the few bold designs to 
spring from the decade. A 
new-generation CTS 
launched in 2009, and its 
high-output “V” series uti¬ 
lizes a version of the 
Corvette ZR1 V8, making it 
one of the fastest sports 
sedans on the planet. 

Michael Goetz has been writing about cars and 
editing automotive publications for over 20 
years. He lives in Toronto with his family and a 
neglected 1967 Jaguar E-type. 




Free trip to Las Vegas with every purchase! 



David Morris Fine Cars Ltd. 
17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
desmail@dmfc.ca I iweiss@dmfc.ca 


780.4849000 ,® 


PLEASE ASK FOR DEAN OR IAN V 
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3.5 SR MODEL SHOWN' 
www.nissan.ca/altima 


2010 REDESIGNED 

ALTIMA SEDAN 2.5 S 




GET IN A NEW NISSAN, 
DON’T PAY FOR 90 DAYS, 

AND YOU COULD WIN ATRIP TO SUPER BOWL XLIV 
AND 2010 PRO BOWLIN SOUTH FLORIDA'/ 


It could be the Best Part Of Your Day. 


MM PURCHASE FINANCING 
FOR 36 MONTHS* 


*26,498" 


LEASE FOR 

*319\ 


2 . 9 * 


DON’T 

PAY FOR 


FOR 48 MONTHS'- 

Includes Freight and PDE 



RfITY DEPOSIT 
$3,550 DOWN PAYMENT 
$18,848 TOTAL LEASE 
OBLIGATION 


DAYS 



“HIGHEST RANKED 
MIDSIZE CAR IN 
INITIAL Q UALITY IN 
THE U.S." 

- J.D. POWER AND 
ASSOCIATES' 


Nissan Intelligent Key® with Push Button Ignition • Standard ABS, Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC), and Traction Control 
System (TCS) • Power windows and door locks 




City: 8.7L/100km (32 MPG) 
Highway: 6.0L/100km (47 MPG) AA 



2010 

ROGUE fwds 



CRASH SAFETY 4 


O PURCHASE FINANCING 
FOR 36 MONTHS* 


*26,198" 


LEASE FOR FOR 

* 309 ' 3G 

PER MONTH MONTHS 

Includes Freight and PDE 


LEASE RATE 

1.9 

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 
$3,700 DOWN PAYMENT 
$14,840 TOTAL LEASE 
OBLIGATION 


Standard Xtronic CVT* • Standard ABS, Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC), sss: f\ City: 9.2L/100km (31 MPG) 

and Traction Control System (TCS) • Power windows and door locks Highway: 7.3L/100km (39 MPG) AA 

Winner of a Consumers Digest Best Buy Award 2 • 2009 Rogue is Winner 
of ALG Residual Value Award - CUV Segment 3 


www.nissan.ca/rogue 


2010 REDESIGNED 

SENTRA 2.o 


s 16,523 

SELLING PRICE 


LEASE FOR 

^ PER MONTH 

FOR 60 MONTHS 


Includes Freight and PDE 


★ ★★★★ 

5-STAR 

RATING 

FOR FRONT-IMPACT 

CRASH SAFETY 4 


LEASE RATE 

4.9 

$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 
$1,950 DOWN PAYMENT 
$13,905 TOTAL LEASE 
OBLIGATION 


Standard ABS and Electronic Brake force Distribution 
(EBD) • Power door locks • Nissan Advanced Airbag 
System with 6 airbags 


City: 8.4L/100km (34 MPG) 
^ Hig 


Highway: 6.4L/100km (44 MPG) 



VISIT YOUR LOCAL NISSAN RETAILER TODAY OR NISSAN.CA FOR DETAILS. $1000 

REBATE" 


NISSAN 

GRAD 

PROGRAM 



NISSAN. PROUD SPONSOR OF THE NFL. 



*90 days no payments program applies only to purchase finance offers on new 2009 and 2010 Nissan models (except 2009/2010 Altima Hybrid, GT-R, 350Z Roadster and Coupe and 370Z™ Roadster and Coupe) purchased and delivered before January 4th, 2010. Offers available only through Nissan Canada 
Finance on approved credit. Offer only available on special low rate contracts, and does not apply to Nissan Canada Finance standard rate programs. May not be combined with cash purchase offer. Monthly payments deferred for 90 days. Contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charge (if any) will not accrue 
during the first 60 days of the contract. After the 60 days, interest (if any) starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay the principal and interest (if any) monthly from the 90th day over the term of the contract. Offer available on terms up to 72 months. **No purchase necessary. For full rules and how to enter, visit 
www.nissan.ca/holidaykickoff. Contest closes January 10, 2010. Three (3) Grand Prizes available to be won, each consisting of a trip for two (2) people to 2010 Pro Bowl and Super Bowl XLIV in South Florida. Approximate retail value of each Grand Prize is $10,000.00 (CDN). Random draw will be held on January 
12, 2010 in Mississauga, ON. Must be a resident of Canada (excluding Quebec), over age of majority. Odds of winning depend on the total number of eligible entries received. Correct answer to mathematical skill testing question required. Limit of one (1) entry per person/household, (c) 2009 NFL Ventures LP. 
Team names/logos are trademarks of the teams indicated. All other NFL-related trademarks are trademarks of the National Football League. +0% purchase financing for up to 36 months available on 2010 Altima Sedan (excluding Hybrid), Sentra and Rogue models. Finance Example for a new 2010 Altima Sedan 
2.5 S (T4RG10 AEOO): $26,498 Selling Price including ($1,400) freight and PDE, financed at 0% APR for 36 months equals $597.17 per month with $5,000 down payment or equivalent trade-in. Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $26,498. Up to $84 PPSA, license, registration, insurance, duties and 
applicable taxes (including excise tax and fuel conservation tax, where applicable) are extra. Finance offers are available on approved credit through Nissan Canada Finance for a limited time, may change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. Retailers are free to set individual prices. Offers 
valid between December 1 st, 2009 and January 4th, 2010. tLease Examples: $26,498/$26,198/$16,523 Selling Price for a new 2010 Altima Sedan 2.5 S (T4RG10 AE00)/2010 Rogue FWD S (W6RG10 AA00)/2010 Sentra (C4LG50 AA00) at 2.9%/1.9%/4.9% lease rate for a 48/36/60 month term. Monthly 
payment is $319/$309/$199 including ($1,400)/($1,500)/($1,325) freight and PDE, with $3,550/$3,700/$1,950 down payment, and $0/$0/$0 security deposit. License, registration, insurance, duties and applicable taxes (including excise tax and fuel conservation tax, where applicable) are extra. All prices are 
subject to change without notice. Retailer may lease for less. Lease based on a maximum of 24,000 km per year with excess charged at $0.10/km. Total lease obligation is $18,848/$14,840/$13,905. Lease and finance otters are available on approved credit through Nissan Canada Finance for a limited time, may 
change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. Retailers are free to set individual prices. Offers valid between December 1st, 2009 and January 4th, 2010. ttSelling Price for a new 2010 Altima Sedan 2.5 S (T4RG10 AE00), CVT transmission/2010 Rogue FWD S (W6RG10 AA00), CVT 
transmission/2010 Sentra (C4LG50 AA00), manual transmission. Freight and PDE charges ($1,400)/($1,500)/($1,325) are included. License, registration, insurance, duties and applicable taxes (including excise tax and fuel conservation tax, where applicable) are extra. All prices are subject to change without notice. 
Retailer may sell for less. ‘Actual mileage may vary with driving conditions - use for comparison only. “Models shown $33,298 Selling Price for a new 2010 Altima Sedan 3.5 SR (T4SG10 AA00), CVT transmission/$30,798 Selling Price for a new 2010 Rogue SL AWD (Y6SG10 AA00), CVT transmission/$24,423 
Selling Price for a new 2010 Sentra 2.0 SL (C4TG10 AA00), CVT transmission. Freight and PDE charges ($1,400)/($1,500)/($1,325) are included. License, registration, insurance, duties and applicable taxes (including excise tax and fuel conservation tax, where applicable) are extra All prices are subject to change 
without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. Retailer may sell for less. ’The Nissan Altima received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among midsize cars in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2009 U.S. Initial Quality Study 8 **. Study based on responses from 80,930 U.S. 
new-vehicle owners, measuring 245 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of owners sun/eyed in February-May 2009. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. The 2010 Rogue is winner of a Consumers Digest Best Buy 
Award. The Best Buy Seal is a registered trademark of Consumers Digest Communications, LLC, used under license. *The 2009 Rogue is winner of ALG Residual Value Award - CUV Segment. “Government star ratings are part of the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's (NHTSA) New Car Assessment 
Program (www.safercar.gov). U.S. model tested. Please see www.safercar.gov for up to date information. "For a limited time receive up to $1,000 Grad discount available on select models when leasing or financing a new 2009 or 2010 Nissan. See retailer for complete Grad program details. 
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Porsche Museum hits half-million mark 

Less than a year after its opening, the Porsche Museum in Stuttgart, 
Germany, has welcomed its 500,000th visitor, canadiandriver.com 



Hybrid technology makes the list of some of the best technology 
of the decade. 


Technology is key to 
customer appeal 


JILL MCINTOSH 

for Metro Canada 


In days gone by, it was of¬ 
ten enough for auto com¬ 
panies just to change a ve¬ 
hicle’s styling each year. 
Today, technology is the 
key to customer appeal, 
and meeting safety and 
emissions standards. Here 
are some I consider the 
“Top Ten” of the last 
decade. 

On the fuel side, hybrids 
make the list: I’m amazed 
at how engineers get gaso¬ 
line and batteiy power to 
work together so well. 
Within the engine itself, a 
few companies offer vari¬ 
able displacement, which 
shuts off some of the cylin¬ 
ders for improved fuel 
economy when full power 
isn’t needed. It isn’t new — 
GM and Mitsubishi tried it 
in the 1980s — but it’s so 
improved now that it’s 
pretty much seamless. And 
a proprietaiy system, 
Ford’s Easy Fuel, is a win¬ 
ner with me: there’s no 
need to remove a gas cap 
to fill the tank, for a clean 
and simple process. 

On the safety side, I’m 
listing two systems that 
make for better stopping: 
brake assist (BA) and elec¬ 
tronic brake force distribu¬ 
tion (EBD). Because many 
drivers don’t hit the brakes 
hard enough in a panic sit¬ 
uation to stop in time, BA 
senses when you’re mak¬ 
ing a hard stop and applies 
even more force. EBD, on 
the other hand, compen¬ 
sates for the fact that the 


road surface may not be 
the same under all four 
wheels, and if any are slip¬ 
ping — perhaps they’re in 
a puddle or on ice — the 
system applies the right 
amount of force to each 
wheel to stop the vehicle 
in a straight line. If that 
still isn’t enough, active 
head restraints cradle the 
head and spine together in 
a crash to reduce move¬ 
ment and so minimize 
whiplash. 

On the production side, 
new lightweight materials 
and designs provide the 
necessaiy strength without 
bogging the vehicle down, 
which adds to improved 
fuel economy and better 
handling. 

And inside the cabin, I 
give top marks to my final 
three. Auxiliaiy inputs let 
me enjoy my musical 
favourites through the 
stereo from a pocket-sized 
player, instead of carrying 
a stack of CDs. Voice com¬ 
mands, such as the SYNC 
system available from 
Ford, let me control the 
stereo, navigation system 
and other functions just by 
talking to them, keeping 
my hands on the wheel. 
And finally, backup cam¬ 
eras let me know what’s 
going on behind me. I es¬ 
pecially like camera dis¬ 
plays integrated into the 
rearview mirror, a lower- 
cost alternative to in-dash 
screens, and new systems 
that also monitor cross 
traffic when I’m backing 
up — very handy for the 
mall at holiday shopping 
time! 


V6-’Stang is common 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 

for Metro Canada 


MODEL: 1999 to 2004 Ford 
Mustang 

VEHICLE TYPE: Sports coupe 
/ Convertible 

APPROXIMATE USED PRICE 
RANGE: $4,000 to $25,000 

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION: 

1999 saw the introduction 
of an edgy, chiseled and 
blocky look that defined 
the Ford Mustang for 


some six years. Many en¬ 
thusiasts still insist this 
generation is the most 
distinctive and attrac- _ 
tive Mustang itera¬ 
tion on the road. 

This genera¬ 
tion ’Stang 
came in any 
combination of 
V6 or V8 power, 
convertible or 
coupe body styles. 
and automatic or manual 
transmission. 


Second 
Gear 


r \ e 

1^0 


The V6-powered auto¬ 
matic Mustang is very 
common in the used mar¬ 
ket, while the V8, 
five-speed stick 
combo is the 
most popular 

I with enthusi¬ 
asts. 

This era of 
Mustang’s V6 
engine made 190 


latter engine is a solid, 
proven and reliable per¬ 
former, not to mention an 
award-winner. Of course, 
all Mustangs drive the 
right wheels—namely the 
ones in the back. 

All the ’must-haves’ 
were on board—including 
power accessories, cruise 
control, air conditioning 
and the like. Some models 
included an upgraded 
’Shaker’ audio system and 
power leather seats, too. 



Nothing gets by you. 

Now nothing will get by you this winter. 

Introducing the winter-equipped Porsche Boxster. This specially outfitted roadster shows no mercy with it comes to 
Canadian winters. Porsche approved winter tires inspire confidence as they cut through ice and snow. Boxster’s 
unique, mid-engine design provides better weight distribution for increased traction and unparalleled control. Take 
advantage of special offers on all remaining 2009 Boxster and Cayman models until November 30. Hurry in, because 
winter is just around the corner. 


3.5% lease rate* plus no-charge genuine Porsche winter tires 
and wheels now available. 


Norden Autohaus 
(780) 484-3000 
17820 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB 

www.norden.porschedealer.com 





WHAT OWNERS LIKE: Like 
most enthusiast cars, Mus¬ 
tang owners typically gush 
about the styling, power, 
sound, character and histo- 
ly of their rides. Most love 
the ’bang for the buck’ of¬ 
fered by the Mustang GT, 
too. Owners rocking the 
V8 engine especially love 
the performance and inex¬ 
pensive upgrades- while 
those with the V6 typically 
say their Mustang is a nice 
cruising car with decent 
mileage and performance. 

WHAT OWNERS HATE: Nu¬ 
merous Mustang owners 
have taken to the web to 
share their ownership sto¬ 
ries. Common gripes in¬ 
clude an unstable feel 
when driven in the snow 
or rain, poor interior build 
quality, squeaks, rattles, 
and limited space. The lat¬ 
ter complaint typically 
centers around rear-seat 
headroom and trunk ca¬ 
pacity. 

COMMON ISSUES: Mustang 
is a sports car that’s de¬ 
signed to be driven hard, 
and many used examples 
have been treated this way. 
As such, test drive a used 
model assuming the seller 
is Dying to pass off worn 
tires and brakes. 

THE VERDICT: Find a good 
deal on a clean, well-main¬ 
tained and relatively un¬ 
modified ’Stang, and pre¬ 
pare to enter a community 
full of happy and enthusi¬ 
astic owners. 
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Going to the Games? 

Just in time for the 2010 Winter Olympic Games, Zagat has released an updated guide to Vancouver, with recommendations for restaurants 
and attractions in the city as well as for the ski resort town of Whistler and for beautiful Vancouver Island, the associated press 


ZAGAT 

RATED 


29 


Travel 
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Going to hellholes in a hand basket 


Author Chuck Thompson sets out to discover if some of the world's most ill-reputed 
travel destinations live up to their bad raps. Whether he's diving head long into an 
Indian monsoon or traveling across the Congo in the company of a notorious dictator's 
bodyguard, To Hellholes and Back delivers Thompson's trademark combination of 
hilarious stories and wildly provocative opinions, as well as some surprising 
observations about America's evolving place in the world. metro news services 


EDITOR: BEN.RYCROFT/S)METRONEWS.CA 


Getting peace of mind 

Le Sport resort promises to inspire and rejuvenate its patrons 



The secluded resort offers various levels of yoga, meditation and stretching classes. 


Watersports, such as kayaking and sailing, are popular choices. 


ANNE DIMON 

for Metro Canada 


The tag line reads: “Give 
us your body for a week, 
and we will give you back 
your mind." But what l*m 
wondering as I arrive for 
my two-night stay and am 
welcomed by a boisterous 
chorus of crickets is if I’m 
here for just two days, do 
they give me back a piece 
of my mind? 

Located on the extreme 
northern side of the island 
of St. Lucia about a 20- 
minute drive from the cap¬ 
ital of Castries, and about 
an hour away from the fa¬ 
mous Piton volcanic peaks, 
Le Sport opened in the 
mid-’80s with health and 
wellness front and centre. 
Back then the concept of 
taking a holiday to launch 
a healthier lifestyle had 
not yet gone main stream. 

Clearly, the all-inclusive 
Le Sport was a resort ahead 
of its time. 

In addition to the ex¬ 
pected beach resort activi¬ 
ties — kayaking, sailing, 
scuba, for instance — are 
those that keep many 


guests returning for an an¬ 
nual retreat. There are var¬ 
ious levels of yoga, medita¬ 
tion, spinning and stretch¬ 
ing classes, Tai Chi, intro¬ 
ductions to fencing and 
martial arts ... the list goes 
on and on and on. 

Guests are invited to do 
as much or as little as they 
want. Nothing is forced 
but there are a few not so 


subtle encouragements 
here and there. For in¬ 
stance, there are no TV 
sets in any of the resort’s 
154 guest rooms. 

In addition to the wide 
range of programs, one of 
the main points of distinc¬ 
tion of this beachfront all- 
inclusive is that spa treat¬ 
ments are included. 
Guests are entitled to one 


The number of 
therapists who 
work at Le 
Sport. They 
feature wellness practitioners 
brought in from different 
parts of the globe including 
those that specialize in Reiki, 
Balinese therapies, Ayurveda, 
acupuncture, nutrition/iridol- 
ogy and hypno and psycho 
therapies 


spa treatment a day as part 
of the package. There are 
seven treatments to select 
from including 50-minute 
scrubs, facials and mas¬ 
sages. The resort stresses 
this is not a restrictive 
place but a place to make 


subtle but significant 
changes that can be taken 
home and implemented 
into everyday life. Peace of 
mind is an added bonus. 


Anne Dimon is a spa and wellness travel 
writer and editor oftraveltowellness.com 





ADVENTURE! 


Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 - 888 - 270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar every Tuesday 
Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82 Ave. 

MWMiM 
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The gift your 
iPhone wants to 
see under the tree 

(and it's free!) 



Don’t have an iPhone 
or iPod touch? 

No problem, visit 
m.metronews.ca 
for news on the move. 


*Advance purchase required. For details, please visit greyhound.ca or call 1-800-661-TRIP. New bus design shown here is currently only available on select routes. Restrictions may apply. © 2009 Greyhound Canada Transportation ULC. 



YOU NOW HAVE 

50% FEWER REASONS 

TO STAY HOME 


UP TO 50 % OFF ALL FARES WITH ADVANCE PURCHASE* 

GREYHOUND.CA » 1-800-661-TRIP IN TERMINALS 
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Sesame Street actor dies of cancer 

Alaina Reed Hall, who portrayed Olivia Robinson on Sesame Street for 12 years, has died. Reed Hall was diagnosed with breast cancer in 
2007 and succumbed Thursday at a Santa Monica, Calif., hospital, her husband, Tamim Amini, told the Los Angeles Times, tvcuide.com 


Entertainment 


Setting records 

Miley Cyrus has broken the record 
for the largest ever attendance at 
London’s 02 Arena. She played to 
16,196 fans during the third of five 
sold-out concerts at the venue 
this month. femalefirst.co.uk 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISK^)METRONEWS.CA 


Trends that defined the decade 

iPods, tattoos and reality TV were among the things that changed our lives 


Was it only a decade ago 
that a blackberry was a 
mere summer fruit? That 
green was, well, a colour, 
and reality TV was that one 
show sandwiched between 
music videos on MTV? 

There were, of course, 
huge political and social up¬ 
heavals that roiled our 
world in the past decade. 
But there were also the 
gradual lifestyle changes 
that you don’t always notice 
— kind of like watching a 
child grow older. Here’s a 
look at some things that 
changed our lives: 

APPS: There’s an app for 
that! The phrase comes 
from Apple iPhone adver¬ 
tising, but could apply to 
the entire decade’s gadget 
explosion, from laptops to 


GPS systems. 

BLOG: I blog, you blog, he 
blogs ... How did we spend 
our time before blogging? 
There are more than 100 
million of these web logs 
out there in cyberspace. 

BLACKBERRIES: Consid¬ 
ered essential by corporate 
CEOs and moms planning 
playdates. Introduced in 
2002, the smartphone ver¬ 
sion is now used by more 
than 28 million people, ac¬ 
cording to its Waterloo, 
Ont.-based maker, Re¬ 
search In Motion Ltd. 

CONNECTIVITY: As in, 
we’re all expected to be con¬ 
nected, wirelessly, all the 
time. Boss emails you on a 
Sunday? Better answer, un¬ 
less you’re off in Antarctica 
— you have no excuse. 


COUGARS: A new TV se¬ 
ries called Cougar Town fo¬ 
cuses on a phenomenon 
that gained its name this 
decade: women dating 
younger men. 

CROCS: Those ubiquitous 
plastic clogs debuted in 
2002 and became the 
shoes you loved to hate. 
Kids love ‘em, but there 
are web groups dedicated 
to their destruction. 

FACEBOOK: Can you be¬ 
lieve this social network¬ 
ing site was once limited 
only to Harvard students? 
Now it’s a time-sucking ob¬ 
session for more than 300 
million users globally. 

FOODIE: It’s not just that 
guy in the White House 
who liked arugula — this 
was the decade of the food- 
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GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS 4B 


BEST ACTOR! BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS BEST SCREENPLAY 


★ ★★★ 

CHICAGO SlJN-TlMES 


★★★★ 

People 


★★★★ 

£l)e tUasliington post 


d? WINNER! >1}. 

| BEST FILM 1 

BEST George BEST 

ACTOR Clooney SCREENPLAY ADAPTED jVj* 

“THE MOVIE OF THE YEAR, 

THE MOVIE OF THE MOMENT.” 

# WINNER! BEST PICTURE i 


★★★★ 

San Jfranrisw (Djromrlr 


★ ★★★ 

1 USA TODAY 


★★★★ 


★★★★ 

Us 


!£★★★ 

(Tftelpirilabclpfua inquirer 



George Clooney 

UP IN THE AIR 

From the Director of “Juno” 


TheUplnTheAirMovie.com 


NOW PLAYING IN THEATRES EVERYWHERE! 


CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORY 
FOR LOCATIONS AND SHOWTIMES 



ie, when we all developed 
gourmet palates. Even a 
burgers went gourmet. 

GOOGLE: This was the 
decade that Google be¬ 
came a part of our brain 
function. You know that 
guy who was in that movie 
— when was it? Just 
Google it. 

IPODS: An icon of the dig¬ 
ital age, it’s hard to believe 
this portable media player 
was first launched in 2001. 
Six years later the 100 mil¬ 
lionth iPod was sold. 

REALITY TV: As a nation, 
we became addicted to re¬ 
ality TV, from the feuding 
Gosselins of Jon&Kate Plus 
8 to American Idol to Proj¬ 
ect Runway. At decade’s 
end, the Heenes of Balloon 
Boy fame and the Salahis 
of gatecrashing fame give 
reality TV some unwanted 
attention. 

TATTOOS: It started in¬ 
nocently enough — 
maybe a butterfly on the 
shoulder or a tribal sym¬ 
bol on the bicep. A few 
characters from the Chi¬ 
nese alphabet later it 
seemed any hipster who 
really meant it had a full 
sleeve of tattoos. The 
trend extended to middle- 


aged 

moms 

and 


even 


tween 


idol Miley 


Cyrus. 


TEX- 


still rdmg 


this 


Hope u r. 


This is the 


decade we 


start com- 


mumcat 


mg m the 


shorthand 


text 


The iPod, left, the Blackberry, 
below left, and Twitter (co¬ 
founder Evan Williams, above) 
helped define the decade. 


messages. 

Get used 
to it: 

Email is so 
’00s. 

TWIT¬ 
TER: The new 
social network in¬ 
troduced tweets, retweets, 
follows and trending top¬ 
ics — as long as it fit in 140 
characters. 

WII: In a sea of video 
games, this simple console 
became the decade’s 
breakout hit by appealing 
to the non-gaming masses. 
Wiis became a centre of 
family gaming, home fit- 


Richard Hatch won the first 
season of the reality TV show 
Survivor, a genre which 
exploded during the decade. 

ness and even senior so¬ 
cializing. 

WIKIPEDIA: A boon to 
lazy students everywhere, 
the open-source encyclo¬ 
pedia used the masses to 
police its entries and keep 
them accurate. 

YOUTUBE: The video-shar¬ 
ing site was bom in 2005. 
Political candidates in 2008 
even had their on channels. 
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need holiday cash fast? 

borrow up to $1500 instantly 

( apply now! ) 

9 out of 10 approved • get your money as soon as tomorrow • don’t payback until the end of January 


mogomoney.com the friendliest loan in town 
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Cameron plans Avatar sequels 

James Cameron plans to make two further installments to the Avatar franchise. The award-winning filmmaker 
plans to turn the alien love story into a trilogy, but hasn't started work yet. femalefirst.co.uk 
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a film at TERRY G I LI I AM 

THE IMAGINABIOft OP 

DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


YOU COULD 


Aivin &The 
Chipmunks: 

The Squeakquel 

Director: Betty Thomas 
Stars: Zachary Levi _ 

Classification: G _ 

Rating: ®Vz 


On the web 


• For an Alvin & The Chip¬ 
munks: The Squeakquel 
trailer, photos and screen 
times — or to buy tickets — 
visit metronews.ca/movies 


STEVE GOW 

for Metro Canada 


review When Alvin and 
the Chipmunks took in 
over $350 million US at the 
global box office in 2007, 
the long-time radio gim- 
mick-turned-Saturday 
morning cartoon-turned 
big screen blockbuster was 
pretty much guaranteed a 
sequel. 

Instead, we got The 
Squeakquel. And if you 
find that kind of nauseat- 
ingly cute wordplay annoy¬ 
ing, wait until you sit 
through the soulless mon¬ 
ey-grab that is The 
Squeakquel. 

Picking up pretty much 
where the first movie left 
off, The Squeakquel sees 


the computer-animated 
pop-star rodents’s adopted 
guardian (Jason Lee) quick¬ 
ly hospitalized after an on¬ 
stage accident. 

This leaves the Chip¬ 
munks in the incapable 
hands of cousin Toby 
(Zachary Levi of TV’s 
Chuck), an expendable 
videogame-obsessed char¬ 
acter with all the charm 
and intellect of a boiled po¬ 
tato. 

Sent back to school, the 
Chipmunks soon face an 
assortment of stereotypi¬ 
cal circumstances (bully¬ 
ing, cliques, etc). But most 
noteworthy is the intro¬ 
duction of the Chipettes — 
a triad of female chip¬ 
munks that share their 
counterparts’ talent for 


Chipmunks screen times 


• Clareview 10 Cinemas: Wed 
12-2:20-4:40-7:10-9:30 Thu 12- 
2:20-4:40-7:10 

• North Edmonton Cinemas: 
Wed 12:10-2:50-5:20-7:35-9:50 
Thu 12:10-2:50-5:20-7:35 

• Scotiabank Theatre West 
Mall: Wed 12-2:30-4:50-7-9:20 
No Passes Thu 12-2:30-4:50-7 

• South Edmonton Common: 
Wed 11 : 45 - 2 : 10 - 4 : 30 - 6 : 50 - 
9:20 Thu 11 : 45 - 2 : 10 - 4 : 30 - 6:50 

• Westmount Centre: Wed 


12 : 45 - 3 : 20 - 7 - 9:30 Thu 12:45- 
3:20 

• Grandin Theatres: Wed-Thu 
1:15-3:20-5:05-7-8:40 
•Galaxy Cinemas Sherwood 
Park: Wed 12-2:15-4:45-7:10- 
9:30 Thu 12 - 2 : 15 - 4 : 45 - 7:10 

• Parkland Cinema: Wed 
12:50-3-6:50-9 Thu 12:50-3 

• Complete listings are also 
available at metronews.ca/ 
movies. 


Quaid, wife plead not guilty to fraud 

courts A prosecutor says 
actor Randy Quaid and his 
wife Evi have pleaded not 
guilty to felony charges of 
defrauding an innkeeper. 

The couple appeared yes¬ 
terday in a Santa Barbara 
courtroom. 

Senior Deputy District 
Attorney Lee Carter says 
they were released on 
$20,000 bail apiece. The 
sum had initially been for¬ 


feited when the Quaids 
failed to appear for a hear¬ 
ing last week. 

They were taken into 
custody in Texas over the 
weekend after a previous 
arrest there on Sept. 24. 
They are accused of using 
an invalid credit card to de¬ 
fraud San Ysidro Ranch in 
Montecito of more than 
$ 10 , 000 . 
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IN THEATRES CHRISTMAS DAY 

A PAIR OF A RUN OF 
ENGAGEMENT PASSES TO SEE 

THE IMAGINARIUM OF DOCTOR PARNASSUS 


Chipmunks sequel 
lacks soul, story 


On realJersey shore, everyone's a critic 


singing high-pitched pop 
music. 

I suppose they’re intend¬ 
ed to be adorable but 
there’s something slightly 
troubling about seeing 
scantily-clad cartoon 
characters mimic the 
booty-shaking moves of 
Beyonce’s Single Ladies. 
What’s next for tod¬ 
dlers’ entertainment? 

Minnie 
Mouse 
lcrump- 
ing to 


Alvin & The Chipmunks: The Squeakquel picks up where the original movie left off. 


Humps? 

What this film is real¬ 
ly missing though 
is a story: Merely 
spinning the 
^ gimmick of a 


group of gophers crooning 
contemporary hits in an ir¬ 
ritating high-pitch may ini¬ 
tially excite a few pre-pu- 
bescents but parents be 
warned — as you search 
your purse for earplugs, 
even the little one may dis¬ 
appear out of sheer rest¬ 
lessness and boredom. 

Police give 
Wood assault 
warning 

PEOPLE A 

spokesman 
for Rolling 
Stones gui¬ 
tarist 
Ronnie 
Wood says 
he has been 
given a for- Wood 
mal 

warning for assault. 

David Rigg said police 
gave Wood the formal 
warning or caution yester¬ 
day after he was arrested 
earlier this month for as¬ 
sault near his home in Es¬ 
her in southern England. 

Wood divorced last 
month. His marriage col¬ 
lapsed after he started dat¬ 
ing a young Russian 
woman. A caution is a for¬ 
mal warning given by po¬ 
lice. It is not a criminal 


conviction but police will 
keep a record of it for five 
years. Wood said in a state¬ 
ment that he is “greatly re¬ 
lieved this matter is 
resolved.” 

When asked about 
Wood, Surrey Police said 
that a 62-year-old man had 
been cautioned over a do¬ 
mestic incident. 
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enter for your chance to win! metronews.ca 


metre 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding residents 
of Quebec. Contest closes December 27, 2009 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. For full 
contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca. 


Entertainment in brief 


TV HBO says Ricky Gervais will 
be a star voice in a 13-episode 
animated comedy series early 
next year. The cable network 
said yesterday that The Ricky 
Gervais Show will be based on 
his wildly popular podcasts. 
Voices will include Gervais, 
longtime collaborator Stephen 
Merchant and their friend Karl 
Pilkington. Pilkington's 
musings often inspire the se¬ 
ries' offbeat storylines. 


BROADWAY Megan Mullally 
will return to Broadway in the 
Roundabout Theatre Company 
revival of Lips Together, Teeth 
Apart, Terrence McNally's com¬ 
edy about two married 
couples sharing a Fourth of Ju¬ 
ly weekend at a Fire Island 
beach house. Patton Oswalt is 
also in the cast, the production 
will open April 29 at the Ameri¬ 
can Airlines Theatre. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


On MTV’s reality 
television show Jersey 
Shore, the Beachcomber 
Bar is a place where the 
clothes are skimpy and 
punches can fly. 

But there’s another reali¬ 
ty in the resort town Sea¬ 
side Heights, which is both 
a setting and a state of 
mind on the show about 
eight buff, tanned twenty- 
somethings and the havoc 
they create while living to¬ 
gether for a month in a 
posh home. 


As the show airs this 
month and next, the town 
of some 3,100 year-round 
residents is hushed. Most 
of the boardwalk business¬ 
es are closed. Only a few 
fishermen and some beach 
rehabilitation workers are 
out. The Ferris wheel and 
carnival games are shut¬ 
tered. 

And the people who are 
around this time of year 
say this just isn’t the same 
place as the one on the 
show, which was filmed in 


the summer when the 
town’s population grows 
tenfold with families at the 
beach by day and a some¬ 
times wild club scene by 
night. 

Just as one group of Ital- 
ian-Americans has protest¬ 
ed, claiming the show 
gives them a bad name, 
many locals think it 
smears the community. 

“You’re trying to create a 
family town, and you got a 
bunch of kids acting very 
rude, and it doesn’t create 


a good image,” said John 
LaStalla, a 44-year-old na¬ 
tive and municipal worker. 

The stars, mostly Italian- 
Americans with only one 
from New Jersey, dance, 
pump iron and party — a 
lot. They work in a T-shirt 
shop — a little. And their 
specialty is drama, whether 
it involves each other, the 
people they meet, 
boyfriends from home or 
moms. Though unscripted, 
there are echoes of sitcoms. 
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Next Bond will be “gripping” 

The next James Bond will have a "shocking" story. Screenwriter Peter Morgan, who wrote the scripts for The Queen 
and Frost/Nixon, suggested that the third outing of Daniel Craig as Bond would grip audiences, femalefirst.co.uk 


Spreading the cheer 

A cappella choir aims to become mainstream 



A cappella choir Straight No Chaser recently released Christmas Cheers. 


Imagine this: By day 
you’re a typical business¬ 
man, working the nine to 
five. Your nights and 
weekends, however, are 
spent sharing a stage with 
nine other guys just like 
you — performing a 
cappella songs in small 
venues while recording an 
album under Atlantic 
Records. 

That was the double life 
for the members of Straight 


No Chaser, an a cappella 
choir of 10 men who 
formed in 1996 during their 
college years at Indiana Uni¬ 
versity. 

They say their pursuit in 
music was experimental at 
first. Dan Ponce even jokes 
that they got together be¬ 
cause they “wanted to sing 
to sorority girls.” 

“It was an interesting bal¬ 
ance for that first year,” said 
Ponce, who formed the 


group, which performs 
with eight of its original 
members. 

Charlie Mechling, to 
laughs from the other group 
members, recalled how he 
earned a lot of frequent-flier 
miles jetting between his 
job and rehearsals. 

“I was leaving Friday 
night from my life in Vegas, 
coming to New York, record¬ 
ing, rehearsing and then 
talcing a redeye back,” he 


said. “I felt like a business¬ 
man that didn’t have any 
benefits or paycheque.” 

In college, some of the 
guys studied music, but not 


all of them. Others focused 
on mathematics, journalism 
or biology, among other 
subjects. 

“We were there connect¬ 


ed because we all loved a 
cappella singing,” Ponce 
said. 

The group first caught at¬ 
tention when the CEO of At¬ 
lantic Records saw on 
YouTube its rendition of 12 
Days of Christmas, which 
has been viewed more than 
10 million times. 

Once signed, the group 
recorded a Christmas CD, 
Holiday Spirits, released in 
September 2008. It followed 
that with another holiday al¬ 
bum, Christmas Cheers, 
which has a studio version 
of 12 Days and was released 
last month. 

“Our first album is your 
more traditional, gather- 
round-by-the-fire, relaxing, 
very soothing album,” 
member Seggie Isho said. 
“Christmas Cheers is where 
you loosen up your tie, and 
it’s the party album.” 

But more than just creat¬ 
ing CDs good for stuffing 
Christmas stockings, the 
singers hope to be played on 
iPods off-season, too. 

The group says it’s work¬ 
ing on a pop album to show¬ 
case how it can be more 
than a “Christmas comedy 

act.” THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Corner Gas 

Degrassi: TNG 

Rita MacNeil 

Home for the Holidays (2005, Drama) Sean Young. (DVS) 

CTV News 

3 KHQ - 370 

News (N) 

Be-Millionaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel Fortune 

Mercy (HDTV) 

Mercy (HDTV) 

Jay Leno Show 

4 CBXT - 307 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Scrooge *** (1951, Fantasy) Alastair Sim. 
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The Hour 
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The Doctors 
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Criminal Minds (HDTV) 

CSI: NY 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Murdoch Mysteries 

The Jay Leno Show (N) 
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Glee (HDTV) 
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News Hour 
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Hockey 

NHL Hockey St. Louis Blues at Calgary Flames. (HDTV) (Live) 

SportsCentre 

Boxing Manny Pacquiao vs. 
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| Sportsnet Con. 
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Score Now 
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Lives of the Saints (2005, Drama) Sophia Loren. 
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In Laws 
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Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge of the Sith 

39 AMC - - 

(6) Kelly’s Heroes 
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critics’corner— 


Peak to Peak: Building the 
World’s Biggest Gondola 

Acrophobics need not apply. 
This new special chronicles 
the construction of the world’s 
longest and highest ski lift 
between British Columbia’s 
Whistler and Blackcomb 
mountains. If you think the 
4 . 4 -km ride across a windy 
valley sounds exhilarating, 
wait until you see what it was 
like to build it — fighting Fa¬ 
ther Time and Mother Nature 
all the way. 7 PM on DISC 



Scrooge 

Miserly Ebenezer Scrooge gets 
a long-overdue attitude adjust¬ 
ment when a trio of ghosts 
visits him on Christmas Eve in 
this 1951 adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,” 
anchored by Alastair Sim’s 
tour de force performance in 
the title role. Kathleen Har¬ 
rison, Mervyn Johns, Michael 
Hordern and Hermione Bad- 
delev co-star. 8 PM on CBXT 
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Ellen and Portia top favourite celeb couples list 

Ellen DeGeneres and Portia de Rossi have a lot of fans. In a popeater.com poll asking who was the favorite 
celebrity couple of the year, the talk show host and actress took the top honour, popeater.com 
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Murphy’s husband ’destroyed’ 


more details emerge Brit¬ 
tany Murphy’s death has 
“destroyed” her husband, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The late Clueless actress’ 
spouse, British screen¬ 
writer Simon Monjaclc, has 
spoken out about his 
beloved wife — who died 
of a cardiac arrest at her 
Los Angeles home aged 
just 32 on Sunday — and 
his devastation at her pass¬ 
ing. 

He said on Monday that, 
“My world was destroyed 
yesterday.” 

Monjack also revealed 
life had been normal for 


the pair until she was 
found collapsed in the 
shower surrounded by her 
own vomit, although Brit¬ 
tany had 
been suf¬ 
fering 
from 



Recalling how her life¬ 
less body was discovered, 
he explained to Access Hol¬ 
lywood: “Her mother 

Sharon went into the bath¬ 
room because she had 
been in there a long time. 
Her mom screamed for me 
and I ran. Then I called 
911. 

“She had laryngitis. She 
had been tired at the end 
of the year. She had made 
a couple of movies.” 

Monjaclc has also de¬ 
nied rumours Brittany 
had been mixing with 
controlling” people. 

He explained: “I 


don’t know why anyone 
would think that. She 
found love. We found love. 
Brittany didn’t get to 
where Brittany was with 
anyone controlling her — 
Brittany was Brittany.” 

In related news, Los An¬ 
geles coroner’s officials are 
looking into how details of 
an investigator’s report on 
Brittany Murphy’s death 
were leaked to TMZ. 

Assistant Chief Coroner 
Ed Winter says he doesn’t 
know how the website ap¬ 
parently obtained the con¬ 
fidential report. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Portman grateful 
to be an only child? 


HOW DO YOU KNOW THEY 
WOULDN’T HAVE BEEN THE 
TALENTED ONES, NAT? Natalie 
Portman doesn’t believe 
she would have become an 
actress if she’d had 
brothers or sisters. The 
star is an only child and 
doesn’t believe her 
parents would have 
been able to devote 
so much time to her 
and take her to all her 
auditions if she’d had 
siblings, female- 
first.co.uk reports. 

“I had the sole at¬ 


tention of my parents. And 
you know what? If I had 
had brothers or sisters I 
would have never become 
an actress,” she said. 
“My mother has ac¬ 
companied me to 
every audition and 
every acting class. 
With more children 
hat would have never 
been possible. They 
would have been 
jealous of me.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 



Hills star moves to Splitsville 


LADIES, TRY TO CONTAIN 

yourselves Another couple 
from The Hills is reality-TV 
history. Brody Jenner and 
Playboy model Jayde 
Nicole have bro¬ 
ken up after about 
15 months togeth¬ 
er, a source close to 1 eU 
Jenner confirms 
to us- 
maga- 


zme.com. 

Nicole, 23, hinted at the 
split on her Twitter ac¬ 
count earlier in the month 
with a wistful entry: 

“Sometimes when you 
truly love someone i 
you have to let] 
them go.. 

' never really I 
l understood 
l that quote | 
until 



Rimes stays mum on divorce details 


BUT IT’S LIGHTS OUT ON THEIR 
marriage LeAnn Rimes 
and estranged husband 
Dean Sheremet have 
agreed to a private divorce, 
femalefirst.co.uk reports. 

The singer-and-actress 
and the former backing 
dancer’s seven-year mar¬ 
riage will legally end on 
June 19, 2010, but the pair 
have requested that details 
of their split remain confi¬ 
dential. 


property and other 
valu¬ 
ables 
, the 
cou¬ 
ple 



A document filed at a 
Los Angeles court read: 
“The settlement shall 
not be filed in this pro- 1 
ceeding due to the par¬ 
ties mutual desire to 
maintain their 
spective 
rights to pri¬ 
vacy.” 

The set¬ 
tlement 
will divide 
their cash, 


shared during their mar¬ 
riage. In September, LeAnn 
— who is now romancing 
her Northern Lights co-star 
Eddie Cibrian — an¬ 
nounced she was getting a 
divorce 

METRO 

NEWS 

SERVICES 


Baldwin 
dishes on 
nude scene 

GERIATRIC NUDITY: IT’S COM¬ 
PLICATED Alec Baldwin was 
fine with going nude for 
his new film, It’s Compli¬ 
cated, even if his co-star, 
Meiyl Streep, didn’t have 
to. 

“Well, the director is a 
woman, and she wants to 
protect her leading lady,” 
Baldwin tells USA Today. 
“The men are just toys to 
her. I was like a little Ken 
doll — a 51-year-old Ken 
doll.” However, Baldwin 
did draw the line some¬ 
where: The 30 Rock star re¬ 
portedly insisted on a “butt 
double” for his nude scene. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 




Celebrity tweets 

Josh Groban doesn't want to 
procrastinate alone, Lady 
Gaga is worried about the 
revellers at her show, Katy 
Perry drives a 
stake 

through the 
vampire 
rumours, and 
Russell Brand is go¬ 
ing mad with power. 

• Qjoshgroban Anyone else 
saving Christmas shopping 
for 4 pm on thurs? 

• Qladygaga on a scale of l 
to 10 exactly HOW intoxicat¬ 
ed are you in the crowd. 
PLEASE don't faint in crowd 
tonight little monsters, it 
distracts me :) 

• Qkatyperry Read a bunch 
of yesterdays-news- 
BULLOCKS. Ppl should know 
by now that I don't do vam¬ 
pires, but I do, DO 

@ rusty rockets. Don't get it 
TWISTED! 

• (§ rusty rockets I just read 
that my tweets are the 3 rd 
most influential in Britain. I 
will only use this power for 
good. Now send photos of 
your sex organs. 

METRO 



Is Tiger looking to 
mend image on SNL? 


MEANWHILE, HE’S ON A BOAT 

Tiger Woods may be view¬ 
ing a surprise appearance 
on Saturday Night Live as 
the best way to mend his 
image, according to 
MSNBC. “He’s a little in¬ 
credulous at the way he’s 
being judged,” a source 
says. “He thinks his 
game should be 
people care about. 

If he went on SNL 
it would definitely' 
change the conver¬ 



sation.” Meanwhile, his 
yacht, Privacy, has set sail, 
possibly with Woods on it. 
“Tiger’s boat Privacy has 
been docked at Old Port 
Cove in North Palm Beach 
for more than a week,” a 
source tells People maga¬ 
zine. “On Saturday mom- 
, after stocking up 
on provisions from 
Costco, the boat left 
town.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


HEALTH CARE 



‘great 

MEW __ 

areer 

IN LESS THAN 

aYEAR! 


Acupuncture | Massage Therapy | Medical Office Assistant | 

Pharmacy Technician | Early Childhood Education | Advanced Massage Therapy 


TECHNOLOGY Network and Internet Security Specialist | Help Desk Support Analyst 


BUSINESS 
& LEGAL 




Paralegal | Business Administration - E-Commerce Management | 

Professional Legal Assistant | Accounting & Payroll Administrator | 

Hospitality Management (AHLA) | Travel and Tourism | Oil & Gas Admin Assistant | 
Business Administration Management | Business Admin Assistant 
*Not all programs available at all campuses. 


Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 
Career Services Assistance 
High Graduate Employment Rates 
10 Campuses in AB 

Classes Filling Fast - Call Now to Reserve a Seat 


REEVES EDMONTON 1-800-533-1457 
-WREEVES college jasper ave 

Guiding Your Success 

r LAflA/lAf Tl AQQCC DEEl/ECmi I EflC PA 


WWW.CLASSES.REEVESCOLLEGE.CA 


<3^ 

CD! COLLEGE 


CDI EDMONTON 1-866-789-1903 

EDM SOUTH - 23RD AVE • EDM CITY CENTRE - JASPER AVE 

EDM NORTH -137 AVE • WWW.EDM.CDICOLLEGE.CA 
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Take Five 



Today Thursday Friday 

Sunny I 1 Sunny ■ 1 Sunny 

-18 c / -25 c v -n c /-25 c -7 c / -18 c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes’’ WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


ACROSS 
1 Massachusetts 
cape 
4 Eager 

8 React in horror 

12 Lawyers’ org. 

13 Baseball team 

14 Church 
section 

15 Part of H.R.H., 
at times 

16 “The Clue in 
the Crossword Ci¬ 
pher” solver 

18 Asian leader 
who inspired a 
jacket style 

20 Small barrel 

21 “Oh, woe!” 

24 Antitoxin 
28 Tapped 

32 Ripped 

33 Tatter 

34 Binge 

36 Past 

37 Bit for Fermi 
39 Patron of 
Scotland 

41 Foundation 

43 Not pizzicato 

44 Slight applica¬ 


tion 

46 Friars Club 
honor 

50 “The Price Is 
Right” host 

55 Scrooge’s cry 

56 Tittle 

57 Unmacho 
type 

58 Work with 

59 Vacillate 

60 Lummox 

61 “Honor — fa¬ 
ther ...” 


DOWN 


1 Songwriter 
Sammy 

2 Theater trophy 

3 Morse’s T 

4 Ring 

5 By way of 

6 Hostel 

7 Ship’s floor 

8 Thingie 

9 Springtime ab- 
br. 

10 Away from 
NNW 

11 Church perch 
17 “Absolutely” 
19 Uncooked 


22 iPhone down¬ 
loads 

23 In a way, 
slangily 

25 Bellow 

26 Incite 

27 Cat call 

28 Hardly color¬ 
ful 

29 —tat-tat 

30 Hollywood 
dashers 

31 Approach 

35 Put into code 
38 Carnival area 
40 Scooby- — 

42 Pouch 
45 Cry loudly 

47 Touch 

48 Obi or 
cummerbund 

49 Yon folks 

50 Insult 

51 Tier 

52 Greek vowel 

53 “Flying Down 
to —” 

54 Ostrich’s 
cousin 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD 



AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Metro Recipe of the Day 



Pan-fried Chicken 
with Mushrooms 
and Blueberries 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 tbsp (15 ml) all-purpose 
flour 

4 skinless chicken breast 
fillets 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 

3 strips bacon, chopped 
1/2 lb (250 g) chestnut 
mushrooms, sliced 

1 tbsp (15 ml) Dijon mus¬ 
tard 

7 oz (200 g) blueberries 
Juice of 1/2 lemon 
3 tbsp (45 ml) finely 
chopped fresh parsley 

METHOD: 

1. Put flour into shallow 
dish and season well, then 
spread out. Add chicken 
breasts and turn to coat. 
Shake off excess. 

2. Heat oil in hying pan 
over medium-high heat. 
Add chicken, reduce heat 
to medium and cook until 
well browned underneath. 
Turn over to brown other 


side. Pierce middle of one 
breast with point of knife 
to check that meat is no 
longer pink. 

3. Transfer chicken to serv¬ 
ing dish. Add bacon to pan 
and cook, stirring, until 
cooked and fat runs out. 
Add mushrooms and con¬ 
tinue to cook over fairly 
high heat, stirring, 2 min¬ 
utes. 

4. Add mustard to pan and 
stir with mushrooms and 
bacon. Gently stir in blue¬ 
berries. Add lemon juice, 
stir and immediately 
remove pan from heat. 

5. Sprinkle in parsley, 
then spoon mushrooms 
and blueberries over 
chicken and serve. 

SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 

mJ 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton sallybrompton.com For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 \jy 

You may have bitten off a bit 
more than you can chew but 
there is no need to panic be¬ 
cause in a matter of days you 
will get your second wind. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

What other people want is ir¬ 
relevant. It would appear that 
someone has been playing on 
your feelings to further their 
own position. 


TAURUS /Ot 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 V£/ 

You may be tempted to put off 
finishing something that has 
begun to take up a lot of time 
but considering the effort, that 
would be a waste. 

SCORPIO /TV 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Something that has caused you 
a great deal of mental and emo¬ 
tional anguish will resolve it¬ 
self to your satisfaction today. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

It is of the utmost importance 
that you keep your thoughts 
positive, even though a num¬ 
ber of negative things appear 
to be happening in your life. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*]/ 

You may not want to admit de¬ 
feat but it seems you have no 
choice in the matter. Push your 
ego to one side and don’t think 
it reflects badly on you. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

A relationship that has been 
through a tough time of late 
will get easier for both of you 
when love planet Venus moves 
into your opposite sign. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

If you focus your mind too in¬ 
tently in one particular direc¬ 
tion today you may miss out on 
something even more impor¬ 
tant, and enjoyable. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

The problem you are grappling 
with has a simple solution but 
you seem unable to see it be¬ 
cause you have convinced your¬ 
self that there isn’t one. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

Cosmic activity in the most 
sensitive area of your chart is 
making you feel vulnerable at 
the moment but there is no 
need to fear the worst. 


VIRGO /C\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Cut back on your commit¬ 
ments. Do fewer things for oth¬ 
er people. That might sound 
selfish but you have been giv¬ 
ing too much of yourself. 

pisces 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Someone will say something 
less than friendly to you or 
about you today and you won’t 
be too happy about it. 





WEEKU 


7 (SD 


THIS WEEK YOU CAN WIN: 

To enter go to 

RB9 

and click on 


metronews.ca 


Contest closes on Jan 5 th , 2009 at midnight 


metm 


The gift your 
iPhone wants to 
see under the tree 

(and it's free!) 




This day in history 

1954: The first human kidney transplant is performed by Dr. 
Joseph E. Murray at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital in Boston, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

1970: The North Tower of the World Trade Center in Manhattan, 
New York City is topped out at 1,368 feet (417 m), making it the 
tallest building in the world. 

1972: The 16 survivors of the Andes flight disaster are rescued af¬ 
ter 73 days, having survived by cannibalism. 

1986: Voyager, piloted by Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager, lands at Ed¬ 
wards Air Force Base in California becoming the first aircraft to fly 
non-stop around the world. 












































































































































































































clothing 

ITU 

company 


Fashions | Jewellery | Accessories | Giftware 
10127-124 Street ■ Edmonton ■ 780.488.7277 





Everything* 

V2 price 

Boxing Tw0 days 0ll | y! 

Day Sale 


* Valid on TK Clothing in stock merchandise only. Excludes 
all Spanx products. All sales are final. No phone orders. 


Saturday 

December 26 


10 am - 4 pm 


Sunday 

December 27 
Noon - 4 pm 
















mm 



GIVENCHY 


presents 

Uma Thurman 


ou 


emon 


NEW FRAGRANCE 


www.givenchy.com 






Mirror, mirror, what is my secret? 

Experience only at the Bay the luminosity of Ange ou Demon Le Secret. 

For a limited time only, receive a couture inspired roller ball travel set of Givenchy’s star 
fragrances with any purchase of a large size spray from the Givenchy Women’s Collection. 

While quantities last. One gift per customer. 


Only at the 









